Speaker Biographies

Westin Peachtree Plaza, Atlanta, GA, June 18-20, 2014

2014 Survivorship Conference Speaker Biographies

Advancing Survivorship Care through Multilevel Collaborations: The
Survivor in Context
Stephen Taplin, MD, MPH
Dr. Stephen Taplin is Chief of the Process of Care Branch of the Behavioral Research Program within the
National Cancer Institute’s Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences. He is an expert in the
field of cancer screening and built his research career around the problems that arose from his clinical
experience as a primary care physician and Associate Director of Prevention responsible for delivery and
evaluation of a breast cancer-screening program serving 100,000 women in an integrated health plan.
He joined the National Cancer Institute as a Senior Scientist in 2003 after being a Professor in the
Department of Family Medicine at the University of Washington and an Investigator in the Center for
Health Studies at Group Health in Seattle. As the Chief of the Process of Care he has led the
development of that Branch’s focus on promoting research into how individuals, groups and
organizations act and interact to affect cancer care delivery. He publishes regularly in peer-reviewed
journals including work on mammography and the conceptualization of problems and interventions in
cancer care delivery. His current work is focused on how to consider cancer care interventions
addressing individual, group, and organizational factors affecting care.

Brandon Hayes-Lattin, MD, FACP
Dr. Brandon Hayes-Lattin serves as the Senior Medical Advisor to the LIVESTRONG Foundation, Associate
Professor of Medicine in the Division of Hematology and Medical Oncology at Oregon Health and
Science University, and the Director of the OHSU Knight Cancer Institute’s Adolescent and Young Adult
(AYA) Oncology Program. His clinical background is in the management of hematologic malignancies and
the use of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. However, as a young adult cancer survivor himself,
and a physician caring for many young adults with hematologic malignancies, Dr. Hayes-Lattin has taken
a leadership role in the development of the discipline of AYA Oncology. He serves as the inaugural board
chair for Critical Mass: The Young Adult Cancer Alliance, a coalition of over 150 member organizations
leading efforts to research and serve AYA cancer patients. Dr. Hayes-Lattin also chairs the AYA
Committee for SWOG, serves on the expert advisory panel to the Children’s Oncology Group AYA
Committee, and is a member of the CDC’s Federal Advisory Committee on Breast Cancer in Young
Women.

Rebecca Palpant Shimkets, MS
Rebecca Palpant Shimkets is the Assistant Director for The Rosalynn Carter Fellowships for Mental
Health Journalism at The Carter Center Mental Health Program in Atlanta, Georgia. The work of the
program that focuses on public policy and stigma reduction is the result of Former First Lady Rosalynn
Carter’s advocacy on mental health issues for over 40 years. Ms. Palpant Shimkets develops and
oversees a Journalism Fellowship program that awards stipends each year to professional journalists to
produce a significant project on mental health or mental illnesses. The fellowship program has resulted
in fellows winning Emmy and Peabody awards and receiving nominations for the Pulitzer Prize among
many others. Ms. Palpant Shimkets is an active participant on advisory boards and within national work
groups related to stigma and accurate portrayals of mental illnesses in the media, and she currently is
President of the Board of Directors for Mental Health America of Georgia. She recently spearheaded a
special theme issue of the American Journal of Public Health on stigma reduction and social inclusion.
Ms. Palpant Shimkets has published in Global Health Magazine, JAMA, MMWR, Huffington Post, and
writes an occasional blog for Everyday Health. Ms. Palpant Shimkets is a two-time cancer survivor and
recently married the love of her life Dr. Richard Shimkets and is step-mother to two amazing boys Darien
and Logan.

Ellen Stovall
Ellen L. Stovall is a 42-year survivor of three bouts with cancer and has been advocating for more than
30 years to improve cancer care in America. Ms. Stovall is the Senior Health Policy Advisor at the
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship and was a founding member of the Institute of Medicine’s
National Cancer Policy Board and its successor, the National Cancer Policy Forum. The Forum allows
government, industry, academic and survivor advocacy representatives to meet and privately discuss
public policy issues that arise in the prevention, control, diagnosis and treatment of cancer. Prior to the
establishment of the Forum, Stovall was vice-chair of the National Cancer Policy Board and co-chaired its
Committee on Cancer Survivorship. In that capacity, she co-edited the Institute of Medicine’s report
“From Cancer Patient to Cancer Survivor: Lost in Transition,” which addressed the issues adult cancer
survivors face.
Ms. Stovall served as vice-chair of The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s National Advisory Committee
to Promote Excellence in Care at the End of Life, and as the vice-chair of the Foundation’s National
Advisory Committee for Pursuing Perfection: Raising the Bar for Health Care Performance. Ms. Stovall
served on the Boards of Directors of the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) and The
Leapfrog Group, and she served on a committee of the National Quality Forum (NQF) to establish
consensus around cancer care quality measures. In 2010, Ms. Stovall co-chaired with Dr. George Isham,
an NQF Committee convened for the purpose of creating a Measure Development and Endorsement
Agenda for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as well as serving on an IOM
Committee charged with recommending Standards for Developing Trustworthy Clinical Practice
Guidelines. Ms. Stovall has served on several advisory panels, working groups and committees of the
National Cancer Institute (NCI), American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) and the American
Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO. Ms. Stovall also served a six-year term on the National Cancer

Institute’s National Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB), an appointment she received in 1992 from President
Bill Clinton.

Richard A. Goodman, MD, JD, MPH
Dr. Richard A. Goodman is Senior Medical Advisor, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health,
Department of Health and Human Services, and National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and
Health Promotion, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). He formerly served as Editor-inChief of CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) Series; Associate Director of CDC’s
Epidemiology Program Office; and Co-Director of CDC’s Public Health Law Program. Dr. Goodman
received his medical degree and completed a residency in internal medicine at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor, and received training in geriatric medicine and earned a law degree at Emory
University in Atlanta. He is Board Certified in Internal Medicine, Preventive Medicine, and Geriatric
Medicine. A Commissioned Officer in the U.S. Public Health Service during 1978 - 2006, Dr. Goodman
held the grade of Medical Director (CAPTAIN: O-6). Following completion of his internal medicine
residency in 1978, Dr. Goodman joined CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service Program and has remained
on that agency’s staff in assignments to the Georgia Department of Human Resources and to the UCLA
School of Public Health; he served as Editor-in-Chief of the MMWR during 1988–1997. His current areas
of concentration are on managing the national challenges of multiple chronic conditions, particularly
among the expanding population of older adults, and on strengthening uses of the public health system
for maintaining functional autonomy among the older adult population. Dr. Goodman holds
appointments as Professor (Adjunct) in Emory University’s School of Medicine, Rollins School of Public
Health, and School of Law. Dr. Goodman serves as Associate Editor of CDC’s peer review journal
Preventing Chronic Disease, and has lead- or co-authored over 130 papers and chapters on a broad
range of topics in applied epidemiology which span surveillance and outbreak investigations of acute
infectious diseases, chronic disease prevention and control, and the law of public health.
Judith Lee Smith, PhD
Dr. Judith Lee Smith is the Lead Behavioral Scientist in the Epidemiology and Applied Research Branch in
the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
She joined CDC in 2004 and was previously a National Institutes of Health Post-Doctoral Fellow at the
University of Chicago in the Department of Medicine and the Department of Psychiatry. Dr. Smith is a
lead or co-investigator on several projects examining behavioral factors associated with treatment
decision-making, non-receipt of surveillance screening, and screening uptake. She is a co-creator of an
intervention to increase cervical cancer screening in Hispanic women, Ayudando a Las Mujeres con
Información, Guía y Amor para su Salud (AMIGAS), which received the 2012 CDC/ATSDR Honor Award
for Health Equity. She has authored or co-authored more than 40 articles and collaborates extensively
with domestic colleagues on cancer prevention and control research and programmatic efforts with
diverse populations. Dr. Smith also has an increasing international research portfolio and recently

served as a member of a cervical cancer technical advisory group for the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Practice Guidelines for Pediatric Cancer Survivors: Current Strategies
and Future Challenges
Natasha Buchanan, PhD
Natasha Buchanan, PhD is a behavioral scientist in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control's
(DCPC) Epidemiology and Applied Research Branch (EARB). Dr. Buchanan serves as the technical lead
and/or principal investigator for several domestic and international CDC-funded projects focusing on
cancer survivorship, breast cancer in young women, cervical cancer prevention and control, and cancers
among children, adolescents, and young adults. Dr. Buchanan also serves as the co-lead for the Cancer
Survivorship Workgroup in CDC/DCPC.

Paul Nathan, MD
Dr. Paul Nathan is Director of the AfterCare clinic in the Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology and
a Senior Associate Scientist in the Research Institute at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He is an
Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the University of
Toronto. Dr. Nathan’s research is focused on health care utilization by adult survivors of childhood
cancer, as well as specific “late effects” of cancer therapy, including cardiac disease and second
malignant neoplasms He is a member of several North American research and clinical committees
focused on research, clinical care, and policy creation for long-term survivors of childhood cancer.

Wendy Landier, PhD, RN, CPNP, CPON
Wendy Landier is is an internationally recognized expert in survivorship care and she is the Clinical
Director of the Center for Cancer Survivorship at the City of Hope National Medical Center in Duarte,
California. Dr. Landier also serves as the Children’s Oncology Group Nursing Discipline Chair. Prior to
becoming Nursing Discipline Chair, Wendy chaired the Nursing Clinical Practice Subcommittee and
served as COG Nursing Discipline Vice-Chair, activities that made her eminently well-qualified for her
current role. A professional hallmark is her leadership role in the development and publication of the
Children's Oncology Group Long-Term Follow-Up Guidelines. Dr. Landier has received numerous awards
recognizing her writing and educational skills.

Mary Jo Kupst, Ph.D.

Mary Jo Kupst, Ph.D. is Emerita Professor of Pediatrics at the Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Wisconsin. She received her PhD at Loyola University Chicago and was a Postdoctoral Fellow in
Community Psychology at the University of Illinois School of Medicine. She was Associate Professor of
Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the Northwestern University School of Medicine, and Research Psychologist
at the Children’s Memorial Hospital, Chicago, Illinois for 16 years. For the past 22 years, she has
conducted research and clinical work in the MACC Fund Center for Cancer and Blood Diseases at the
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, where she also served as Institutional Review Board Chair. In the
Department of Pediatrics, she was Director of the Program in Pediatric Psychology and continues to
provide mentorship to early career faculty. Her primary area of research over the past 30 years has
been in the longitudinal study of coping and adjustment in children, adolescents, and young adults with
cancer and blood diseases. She has been PI or Co-I of grants from NIH, ACS, NCCS, and several
foundations and has authored over 60 articles, chapters, and books, mostly related to psychological
aspects of childhood cancer. She has served as President of the Society of Pediatric Psychology (200405) and co-chair of the Alliance for Childhood Cancer (2004-07). She is currently co-liaison of the Society
of Pediatric Psychology to the AAP Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health and
serves as Behavioral Science Steering Committee member and representative to the Membership
Committee of the Children’s Oncology Group. She is currently co-chair of a national and international
multi-disciplinary group project to develop standards of psychosocial care for children with cancer and
their families.

Melissa Hudson, MD
Melissa M. Hudson, MD is currently a Member and Director of the Cancer Survivorship Division in the
Department of Oncology at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. In 1993, Dr. Hudson became the
Director of the After Completion of Therapy (ACT) Clinic, which now monitors over 5000 long-term
childhood cancer survivors treated on St. Jude trials. During her tenure as Director, the ACT Clinic
evaluation evolved to include a series of focused educational interventions aiming to increase survivor
knowledge about cancer and its associated health risks and motivate the practice of health protective
behaviors. The ACT Clinic has served as a paradigm of optimal risk-based survivor care, within a
research setting, that provides a screening and prevention plan that integrates the cancer experience
with health care needs. The ACT Clinic has also provided a forum for numerous research initiatives
evaluating complications after childhood cancer and methods of health promotion. Dr. Hudson
disseminated the St. Jude model of risk-based survivor care through her activities in the Children’s
Oncology Group (COG) as Co-Chair of the COG Long-Term Follow-Up Guidelines for Survivors of
Childhood, Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer and Co-Chair of the International Late Effects of
Childhood Cancer Guideline Harmonization Group. She is also the Chair of the Childhood Cancer
Survivor Study (CCSS) Education Committee. Dr. Hudson has collaborated with CCSS and COG
investigators in a variety of health promotion initiatives targeting childhood cancer survivors. She has
published widely on her research initiatives in pediatric Hodgkin lymphoma, late treatment sequelae
after childhood cancer, and health education of childhood cancer survivors.

A 360° view: Examining cancer survivors and smoking
Ellen R. Gritz, PhD
Ellen R. Gritz, PhD, is professor and chair of the Department of Behavioral Science and holds the Olla S.
Stribling Distinguished Chair for Cancer Research at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer
Center, Houston, Texas, USA. She is an established leader in cancer prevention and control research and
internationally known investigator. Dr. Gritz has published extensively on cigarette smoking behavior:
prevention, cessation, pharmacologic mechanisms, and special issues of concern to women and high-risk
groups, including ethnic minorities, youth, cancer patients and persons living with HIV/AIDS and other
chronic illnesses. Other research includes skin cancer prevention in children and high-risk individuals,
genetic testing and counseling for hereditary cancers, and cancer survivorship.

Robert Schnoll, PhD
Dr. Schnoll is an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania
and co-leader of the Tobacco and Environmental Carcinogenesis Program at the PENN Abramson Cancer
Center. Dr. Schnoll directs an independent and collaborative research program designed to evaluate
methods for improving treatments for tobacco dependence. After receiving his Ph.D. in psychology from
the University of Rhode Island in 1998, Dr. Schnoll completed a post-doctoral fellowship in Cancer
Prevention and Control at Fox Chase Cancer Center and remained there as a faculty member in the
Division of Population Science until September, 2005, when he moved to his current position at the
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Schnoll’s research focuses on the study of new methods for treating
tobacco dependence, the examination of novel ways to use existing treatments for tobacco dependence
to improve their efficacy, and the evaluation of treatments for nicotine dependence in clinical
populations. Dr. Schnoll has conducted behavioral, physician-based, and pharmacological clinical trials
for smoking cessation among cancer patients and tobacco control research in developing countries. Dr.
Schnoll has received 9 NIH grants, is chairperson of the NIH Risk, Prevention, and Intervention for
Addictions Study Section, and was program chair for the 2010 Society for Research on Nicotine and
Tobacco meeting.

Vani Nath Simmons, PhD
Vani Nath Simmons, Ph.D., is an Assistant Member in the Department of Health Outcomes & Behavior at
the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, Florida and Assistant Professor in the Departments of
Oncologic Sciences and Psychology at the University of South Florida. She received her bachelor’s
degree from the University of Michigan and her doctorate in clinical psychology from the University of
South Florida. Dr. Simmons’s research interests include the development of smoking cessation and
relapse prevention interventions for special populations including cancer patients, college students, and

ethnic minorities. Dr. Simmons’ work has been funded by the National Cancer Institute, March of Dimes,
University of South Florida Area Health Education Center, and Florida Biomedical Program.

Improving the Health and Health Care of Older Cancer Survivors
Heidi D. Klepin, M.D., M.S.
Heidi Klepin, MD, MS, is an Associate Professor of Internal Medicine at Wake Forest School of Medicine.
She completed fellowship training in both Hematology/Oncology and Geriatrics at Wake Forest.
Additional research training includes a master’s degree in Health Sciences Research. Her clinical and
academic focus is geriatric oncology.
Dr. Klepin’s clinical research focuses on three themes: (1) developing improved pretreatment
assessment strategies for geriatric cancer patients with a focus on evaluation of physical and cognitive
function; (2) investigating the impact of cancer therapy on physical and cognitive function; and (3)
developing interventions to improve functional outcomes for older adults undergoing chemotherapy
treatments. She received an ASP-ASH Junior Faculty Scholar Award in Clinical/Translational Research and
a Paul B. Beeson (K23) Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award in Aging. She is Chair of
the ASCO Life Long Learning Subcommittee, and an active member of the Alliance and Cancer and Aging
Research Group.
Supriya Gupta Mohile, M.D., M.S.
Supriya Gupta Mohile, M.D., M.S. is a board-certified geriatrician and oncologist. Dr. Mohile has
developed a clinical and research program in geriatric oncology by strengthening the links between
geriatrics and oncology. A graduate of Pennsylvania State University, she earned her M.D. at Thomas
Jefferson Medical School. She completed internship, residency and fellowships in hematology/oncology
and geriatrics at University of Chicago Medical Center, where she also earned a Master's degree in
health outcomes research. Mohile's fellowship was funded by an American Society of Clinical Oncology
and John Hartford Foundation initiative to train oncologists in the care of the elderly. Mohile's research
interests include the evaluation of patterns of care, health outcomes, and quality of life related to
treatment for systemic cancer in older patients. She has previously received an American Society of
Clinical Oncology Young Investigator Award and Merit Awards. Mohile was a Hartford Geriatrics Health
Outcomes Research Scholar sponsored by the American Geriatrics Society and was a Clinical and
Translational Science Institute K-L2 Awardee. In 2013, she was awarded a Patient Centered Outcomes
Research Institute Award and a NCI R01 to evaluate whether geriatric assessment can improve
outcomes of older patients with cancer. She directs the Specialized Oncology Care & Research in the
Elderly (SOCARE) geriatric oncology clinic at the University of Rochester/Highland Hospital and is an
integral member of the University of Rochester Community Clinical Oncology Program (CCOP) which is
directed by Dr. Gary Morrow. She is an expert in geriatric oncology with over 60 publications in this
area. She serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Clinical Oncology and is Associate Editor of the

Journal of Geriatric Oncology. She also serves on the American Society of Clinical Oncology Geriatric
Oncology Exploration and Clinical Guidelines committees.

Edward McAuley, PhD
Edward McAuley is the Shahid and Ann Carlson Khan Professor in Applied Health Sciences at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His primary academic appointment is in the Department of
Kinesiology and Community Health and he also hold appointments in Psychology, Internal Medicine, and
the Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology. He is the director of the Exercise
Psychology Laboratory at Illinois and has been a professor at the University of Illinois for the past 23
years. His research interests are in physical activity and well-being across the lifespan. This work is
largely interdisciplinary is driven by a social cognitive framework and embraces the interrelationships
among health, aging, chronic disease, and quality of life.
He received his undergraduate degree from Worcester University in England, his Masters degree from
the University of Virginia, and his Ph.D. from the University of Iowa. He has held faculty positions at
Kansas State University, the University of Oregon, and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He
has published over 300 peer-reviewed papers and chapters, served as Associate Editor of the Annals of
Behavioral Medicine and Journal of Aging and Physical Activity and on the editorial boards of the and
Health Psychology. He currently serves on the editorial boards of Psychology and Aging, Journal of
Behavioral Medicine and the Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, and recently completed a 5year term as a charter member of the Psychosocial Risk and Disease Prevention study section of the
National Institutes of Health. He is an elected fellow of the Society of Behavioral Medicine and the
Gerontological Society of America.

Albert L. Siu, M.D., M.S.P.H.
Dr. Siu is the Ellen and Howard Katz Professor and Health System Chair of the Brookdale Department of
Geriatrics and Adult Development at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. His professional
career has been spent in academic medicine (at UCLA and Mount Sinai), policy research (at RAND), and
government (as Deputy Health Commissioner in New York State). Since 2003, he has chaired the
nation’s first medical school department of geriatrics and one of the largest geriatrics programs in the
nation. As Chairman, he has grown the clinical, educational, and research programs of the department
by reorganizing the department into distinct regional to international components with shared faculty,
including the Hertzberg Palliative Care Institute, the Center to Advance Palliative Care, the National
Palliative Care Research Center, the Martha Stewart Center for Living, the Bronx VA GRECC, the Division
of Diabetes and Aging, and collaborative programs in geriatrics education (including the Portal of
Geriatric Online Education, the Donald W. Reynolds Consortium for Faculty Development to Advance
Geriatric Education, and the New York Consortium of Geriatrics Education Center). In addition to his

current roles at Mount Sinai, he serves as a Vice-Chair of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force and as a
board member at the Visiting Nurse Service of New York and its affiliated health plan (VNS Choice).

Financial Burden and Employment Issues in Cancer Survivorship
K. Robin Yabroff, PhD, MBA
K. Robin Yabroff, PhD, MBA, is an Epidemiologist in the Health Services and Economics Branch at the
National Cancer Institute. Dr. Yabroff's research includes developing methods to estimate the economic
burden of cancer and understanding the determinants of population trends, care, and disparities in the
receipt of cancer screening, follow-up services, and cancer treatment. She is author or co-author of over
120 peer-reviewed journal articles on health services research related to cancer. She serves as a
reviewer for numerous clinical, health services research, and epidemiology journals, and is currently an
associate editor for the Journal of the National Cancer Institute and on the editorial board of the Journal
of Cancer Survivorship. She was a guest editor for the Medical Care journal supplement, Health Care
Costing: Data, Methods, Future Directions, and the Journal of the National Cancer Institute journal
supplement, Comparing Cancer Care and Economic Outcomes Across Health Systems: Challenges and
Opportunities. Dr. Yabroff has received several NIH Merit Awards, including one for Economic Studies
Related to Cancer Burden and Control and another for The Development and Dissemination of Innovative
Statistical and Economic Methods Resulting in the Ability to Estimate the National Burden of Cancer. Dr.
Yabroff is currently leading a collaborative effort to improve publicly available data for estimating the
burden of cancer in the US, the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS): Experiences with Cancer
Survivorship Supplement. Dr. Yabroff earned her doctoral degree from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health. Prior to joining the National Cancer Institute in 2001, she was a research
assistant professor in the Lombardi Cancer Center at Georgetown University.

Gery P. Guy Jr., PhD, MPH
Gery P. Guy Jr., PhD, MPH, is a health economist in the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control’s
Epidemiology and Applied Research Branch. Dr. Guy’s areas of research include health insurance, health
care access and utilization, cost of illness, and cost effectiveness. Dr. Guy has led research projects
examining the economic burden of skin cancer, indoor tanning in the United States, the economic
burden of cancer survivorship, and the costs and cost-effectiveness of colorectal cancer screening. Dr.
Guy received his undergraduate degree from the University of Rochester, a master of public health in
health policy from the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University, and a doctorate in health
services research and health policy with a concentration in economics from Emory University. In 2013,
he completed a two-year postdoctoral fellowship in Prevention Effectiveness at CDC. He is a recipient of
the CDC Steven M. Teutsch Prevention Effectiveness Fellowship Outstanding Fellow Award.

Janet S. de Moor, PhD, MPH
Janet S. de Moor, PhD, MPH is a Behavioral Scientist and Program Director in the Health Services and
Economics Branch (HSEB) of the Applied Research Program at the National Cancer Institute. Her
research and programmatic interests include the economic burden of cancer with an emphasis on the
impact of cancer on employment, cancer survivorship and the economic evaluation of cancer
survivorship interventions, and adherence to cancer treatment and follow up care
recommendations. Prior to joining the NCI, Dr. de Moor was an assistant professor at The Ohio State
University College of Public Health, Division of Health Behavior and Health Promotion. Dr. de Moor
received her undergraduate degree in Human Development and Family Studies from Penn State
University and her Master of Public Health degree and Doctorate in Behavioral Science from the
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston School of Public Health. Dr. de Moor completed
her postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard School of Public Health.

Veena Shankaran MD, MS
Veena Shankaran MD, MS is a medical oncologist specializing in gastrointestinal malignancies at The
University of Washington / Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and a core member of the
Hutchinson Institute for Cancer Outcomes Research (HICOR). Her research work focuses on
understanding the impact of cancer treatment on patients’ clinical and financial outcomes. In particular,
she is interested in exploring patients' decision-making about high cost drugs in advanced cancer and in
identifying strategies to mitigate the financial impact of cancer diagnosis. She has received funding from
the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG) Hope Foundation and the American Society of Clinical Oncology
(ASCO) to improve knowledge in this area.

Amy J. Davidoff, Ph.D.
Dr. Davidoff is a Senior Economist in the Center for Finance, Access and Cost Trends at the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality. She has a long-standing interest in how public policy affects the
availability and cost of private insurance, eligibility and participation in public insurance, and impacts of
insurance on access to care, use of services, and health care spending. In the past several years she has
applied her expertise to the study of cancer patients and their treatment. Recent research has examined
the relationship between supplemental insurance in the Medicare population and the economic burden
of cancer, and how Medicare coverage influences access to oral cancer medications and supportive care
drugs. Ongoing research focuses on trends in use and spending on oral and parenteral antineoplastic
agents, as well as generating baseline estimates from which to evaluate the impact of the Affordable
Care Act on cancer survivors. Dr. Davidoff earned her doctorate from the Johns Hopkins University
Bloomberg School of Public Health. Prior to joining the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in
2012, she was an Associate Professor in Pharmaceutical Health Services Research at the University of
Maryland, School of Pharmacy. From 1997 through 2004 Dr. Davidoff was a researcher with the Health

Policy Center at the Urban Institute in Washington, D.C. In July 2014 Dr. Davidoff will join the faculty of
the Yale University School of Public Health.

Rebecca V. Nellis, MPP
Rebecca V. Nellis is the Vice President of Programs and Strategy for Cancer and Careers. Since 2004,
Rebecca has been developing initiatives to meet the needs of people who are working through cancer
treatment and those who support them. She oversees the organization’s program portfolio and longterm strategy for growth in its services. Rebecca is in-demand as an expert on the issues of balancing a
diagnosis and employment, speaking regularly at national cancer conferences, community events and to
press. Among the initiatives that Rebecca has launched are the National and Regional Conferences on
Work & Cancer, the accredited Educational Series for Healthcare Professionals and Cancer and Careers’
Spanish language resources. In addition, Rebecca is currently serving on the grant advisory committee
for “Work Ability in Young Adult Cancer Survivors (WAYS): A Mixed-Methods Study” at Wake Forest
University and on the steering committee for a workplace initiatives pilot program focused on helping
employers support their staff through a diagnosis and treatment. Rebecca holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts
from New York University and a Master of Public Policy from Georgetown University. To complete her
graduate degree Rebecca wrote a thesis utilizing Medical Expenditures Panel Survey data linked with
National Health Interview Survey data to compare the work experiences of people who had never been
diagnosed with cancer to people who had a new cancer, a recurrence or were in remission. The resulting
work was entitled “Implications of Cancer Survivorship on Financial Assets, Work Productivity and
Employment Circumstances.”

Thursday June 19th, 2014
Plenary: International Models of Survivorship Care
Jane Maher, MD
Jane became Macmillan’s Chief Medical Officer in 1999 where she works three days a week. She is an
NHS clinical leader, and a Consultant Clinical Oncologist at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre and Hillingdon
Hospital, where she has worked for more than 20 years. She is a senior clinical lecturer at University
College London and Visiting Professor in Cancer and Supportive Care at the Centre for Complexity
Management at Hertfordshire University. In her role at Macmillan, Jane provides medical services
advice at board and senior management level and supports the charity's links with the royal colleges,
universities, the Department of Health and the NHS.
She has had a long term interest in consequences of cancer treatments. Her activity in this area includes
chairing the Maher Committee for the Department of Health in 1995, leading the UK National Audit of
Late Effects Pelvic Radiotherapy for the RCR in 2000 and most recently chairing the National Cancer

Survivorship Initiative| Consequences of Cancer treatments committee She has written more than 100
published articles and is a National Clinical Advisor for Aftercare and Survivorship for NHS Improvement
and UK representative for cancer survivorship in Europe.

Miranda Velthuis, PhD
Miranda J. Velthuis, PhD, is human movement scientist and physical therapist. She works as advisor at
the Comprehensive Cancer Centre the Netherlands (IKNL). IKNL is leading in the Netherlands in guideline
development and implementation for oncology. Miranda Velthuis is as advisor responsible for the three
guidelines Cancer rehabilitation, Screening for Psychosocial Distress and Cancer Survivorship Care and
their integration in the tumor specific guidelines. She coordinated the development and implementation
of the Dutch national guideline project Cancer Rehabilitation in six pilot centres in the Netherlands.
Furthermore, she is coordinator of the Physical Activity during Cancer Treatment (PACT) study: a
randomised clinical trial of physical exercise during cancer treatment. Previously she coordinated the
Cancer rehabilitation programme Recovery and Stability.
In October 2010 she finished her PhD thesis. Her thesis is titled “Physical exercise: effects in cancer
patients” and is focused on physical exercise during the entire period prior to cancer diagnosis, as well
as during and after cancer treatment.

Johnathan Sussman, MD
Dr. Jonathan Sussman is a Radiation Oncologist at the Juravinski Cancer Centre in Hamilton, Ontario. His
initial clinical training was in family medicine and he practiced for a number of years prior to re-training
in oncology. He is currently the Director of the Supportive Cancer Care Research Unit at McMaster
University and the Chair of the Advisory Committee for the Survivorship program at Cancer Care
Ontario. His clinical areas of expertise are in breast cancer and hematological malignancies. Dr.
Sussman obtained his medical degree and family medicine certification at the University of Toronto in
1992 with radiation oncology training and MSc. in Health Research Methodology completed at
McMaster University in 1999. Currently Dr. Sussman is leading studies evaluating systems of cancer care
and interventions to address gaps in continuity of cancer care, as well as studies of models of care for
cancer survivors to identify how to achieve the highest quality of care for this growing population of
patients. His research program is influenced by his interest in the relationships between tertiary and
primary care in the cancer continuum.

Andrew Salner, M.D., FACR
Andrew L. Salner, M.D., FACR is currently the Director of the Helen & Harry Gray Cancer Center at
Hartford Hospital, where he also serves as the Department Chief of Radiation Oncology. Dr. Salner

received his Bachelor’s Degree and M.D. Degree from Brown University. He served a Residency in
Internal Medicine at Hartford Hospital, a Fellowship in Radiation Therapy at the Joint Center for
Radiation Therapy at the Harvard Medical School in Boston, Massachusetts. In June, 2007, Hartford
Hospital was named as one of 16 National Cancer Institute(NCI) Community Cancer Center
Programs(NCCCP), the only one of its kind in New England, for which he serves as site Principal
Investigator. His research interests include cancer genomics Bio-specimens, cancer disparities, and
cancer survivorship. He currently serves on Hartford Hospital’s Board of Directors. He was founding
Chair and now past Chair and Board member of the Connecticut Cancer Partnership, Connecticut’s CDC
recognized comprehensive cancer coalition. He has served on and chaired numerous American Cancer
Society unit, division, and national committees and boards. He has served on and chaired numerous
ASTRO (American Society for Radiation Oncology) committees and task forces.

Devon McGoldrick, MPH
Devon McGoldrick is the Director of the Community Programs and Engagement team at the
LIVESTRONG Foundation. In this role, Devon oversees national and community partnerships, and
designs programs and services to support people affected by cancer around the world. She has twelve
years of experience in the healthcare field. Her expertise includes adolescent/young adult oncology, the
development, implementation and oversight of innovative projects and partnership building. Before
joining the LIVESTRONG Foundation in 2006, Devon held positions at the U.S. National Cancer Institute
and at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York. Devon holds a Bachelor of Science degree
from Rochester Institute of Technology and received her Master of Public Health from the Mailman
School of Public Health at Columbia University.

Studying Survivorship Issues in Adolescent and Young Adult Oncology:
Methodological Challenges and Opportunities
Sarah R. Arvey, PhD
Sarah R. Arvey, PhD, is Director of the LIVESTRONG Foundation Research and Evaluation Department in
Austin Texas. Dr. Arvey conducts intramural research, oversees extramural research projects, and
oversees the operations of the LIVESTRONG Survivorship Center of Excellence Network. Trained in
medical anthropology with a focus on Latino culture and healthseeking practices, Dr. Arvey received her
doctoral degree from the University of Michigan in 2007. After graduate school, she sought training in
cancer control and health disparities as a Postdoctoral Fellow in the National Cancer Institute Cancer
Education and Career Development Program at the University of Texas, School of Public Health. Dr.

Arvey’s current research focuses on the influences of culture on healthseeking practices, in particular on
Latino cancer survivorship, and issues related to cancer and fertility in adolescent and young adults
(AYAs). She has conducted research in Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico and the United States. Dr. Arvey’s
publications are printed in professional journals including Nature Reviews Clinical Oncology, American
Journal of Public Health, Journal of Oncology Practice, Ethnicity & Health, Health Education & Behavior,
Hispanic Health International, and the Hispanic American Historical Review.

Erin Kent, PhD
Dr. Erin Kent is an Epidemiologist and Program Director in the Outcomes Research Branch in the Applied
Research Program in the Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences at the National Cancer
Institute. Dr. Kent manages and conducts population-based research studies on patient-reported
outcomes in cancer survivors, with a focus on symptom burden, health-related quality of life, and
psychosocial needs. She also has a background in mixed methods research and community-based
participatory research, and has worked with diverse geographic and under-represented clinical groups.
Much of her research has focused on socioeconomic disparities in cancer outcomes of adolescents and
young adults, and she continues to conduct research on the information and supportive care needs of
AYAs to help improve care for this unique and understudied population. Dr. Kent previously served as a
Cancer Prevention Fellow in the Office of Cancer Survivorship. She earned her doctorate from the School
of Social Ecology at the University of California, Irvine in 2010.

S. Lochlain Jain, PhD
S. Lochlann Jain Associate Professor at Stanford's Anthropology department, where she teaches medical
and legal anthropology. Dr. Jain’s book Malignant: How Cancer Becomes Us (University of California
Press, 2013) reads across a range of material that includes history, oncology, law, economics, and
literature, to explain how a national culture that simultaneously aims to deny, profit from, and cure
cancer entraps us in a state of paradox—one that makes the world of cancer virtually impossible to
navigate for doctors, patients, caretakers, and policy makers alike. The book was reviewed in Nature
(“brilliant”) and Discover (“whip smart.”) Jain's first book, Injury (Princeton University Press, 2006),
analyzed the politics of tort law by examining how injuries and design are framed as legible legal
concerns. The book was widely reviewed, and praised as: “a first-rate work of critique” (American Bar
Foundation), “a provocative, sophisticated, and ambitious analysis” (Law & Politics Book Review), and
“an impressive feat of interdisciplinary scholarship” (American Anthropologist). Jain is the recipient of
numerous prizes and fellowships, including from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
National Center for the Humanities, the Stanford Humanities Center, and the Center for Advanced Study
in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford.

K. Scott Baker, MD, MS
Dr. Scott Baker is Director of the Pediatric Blood and Marrow Transplantation and Survivorship Programs
at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. Dr. Baker is a Full Member within the Clinical Research
Division at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center (FHCRC) and serves within the Hematology/
Oncology Division at the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. Dr. Baker leads programs in cancer survivorship
for pediatric and medical patients at Seattle Children's and the FHCRC. Since 2006, Dr. Baker has been
co-Director of the LIVESTRONG Survivorship Center of Excellence Network program at FHCRC. His main
focus is on work on late effects of cancer therapy, in particular in patients that have undergone
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation.

Ashley Wilder Smith PhD, MPH
Ashley Wilder Smith is a Behavioral Scientist and Program Director in the Outcomes Research Branch of
the Applied Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences at the National
Cancer Institute (NCI). Her work focuses on developing, advancing and promoting research related to
improving our understanding of patient reported outcomes and quality care for cancer patients,
survivors and families. In particular, Dr. Smith oversees an NIH grant portfolio related to: (1) evaluating
and improving patient reported outcomes/health-related quality of life, (2) identifying and addressing
gaps in cancer care and outcomes among adolescent and young adult (AYA) cancer survivors, and (3)
addressing health and lifestyle behaviors (physical activity, weight status, energy balance) in healthcare
delivery settings. Recent examples of her work include leading a trans-NIH Funding Opportunity to fund
a research resource to support four NIH health outcome assessment systems, and leading a national
survey of primary care physicians’ energy-balance related care. Dr. Smith is also co-chair of the TransNCI AYA Oncology Working Group, providing guidance and strategic planning to research activities
focusing on this population and is co-directing the Adolescent and Young Adult Health Outcomes and
Patient Experience (AYA HOPE) Study, a SEER-based cohort study.

Cohort Studies and Survivorship Research: Opportunities and
Challenges to Advancing Survivorship Care
Joanne Elena, PhD, MPH
Joanne Elena, PhD, MPH, is a Program Director in the Clinical and Translational Epidemiology Branch
within the Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences at the National Cancer Institute (NCI). She
is responsible for developing and managing a research portfolio of grants focused on diet and lifestyle
factors that influence cancer progression, recurrence and survival, and the development of second
primary cancers. In addition, she has been heavily involved in funding announcements designed to
support research in large cohort studies. She completed her PhD in nutritional epidemiology at the

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her MPH at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health.

Leslie L Robison, PhD
Leslie L Robison, PhD, is the chair of the Department of Epidemiology & Cancer Control at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. In addition, he is the Associate Director and CoProgram Leader for Cancer Prevention and Control within the St. Jude Comprehensive Cancer Center
and holds the ALSAC Endowed Chair in Epidemiology and Cancer Control. Dr. Robison, a pediatric cancer
epidemiologist has conducted large national epidemiologic studies of childhood cancer and is currently
the principal investigator of the Childhood Cancer Survivor Study, a multi-institutional consortium
evaluating a cohort of more than 40,000 five-year survivors of childhood cancer. He holds current
positions on numerous national committees, task forces, councils and advisory boards in the fields of
epidemiology, etiology, pediatric oncology and cancer survivorship. Dr. Robison obtained his undergraduate degree in Public Health from UCLA and subsequently completed MPH and Ph.D. degrees in
Public Health, and Epidemiology, from the University of Minnesota. He is the author of more than 400
original papers published in peer-reviewed journals.

Garnet Anderson, PhD
Dr. Garnet Anderson, is Senior Vice President and Director of the Public Health Sciences Division of Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research. She is best known for her work in the Women’s Health Initiative where she
is currently the Principal Investigator of the WHI Clinical Coordinating Center. Dr. Anderson has played a
major role in the design, monitoring and analysis of the WHI clinical trials, and in the implementation for
this immense and complex undertaking. Dr. Anderson and her WHI colleagues Drs. Bette Caan of Kaiser
Northern California and Electra Paskett of the Ohio State University were recently awarded an NCI
Cancer Cohort Infrastructure grant to establish a cancer survivor cohort in WHI called Life and Longevity
After Cancer (LILAC). Dr. Anderson is also the Associate Director for Cancer Control and Prevention of
the Southwest Oncology Group Statistical Center (Dr. Mike LeBlanc, PI) and an affiliate professor in the
Department of Biostatistics at the University of Washington. Dr. Anderson has held leadership roles in
other multicenter groups including as Project Director in the NCI-funded Pacific Ovarian Cancer Research
Consortium SPORE (Dr. Nicole Urban, PI). Until recently, she was a Principal Investigator (with Dr.
Andrea LaCroix) of the data coordinating center for an NIA-funded clinical trials network to study
alternatives therapies for menopausal symptoms (MsFLASH). Dr.Anderson received her Ph.D. in
biostatistics from the University of Washington and has been on the FHCRC Public Health Sciences
faculty since 1989. She has authored over 140 articles and book chapters and has served on numerous
national and international panels and review groups.

Jessica Chubak, PhD, MBHL
Jessica Chubak, PhD, MBHL, is an Associate Investigator at Group Health Research Institute in Seattle,
Washington and Affiliate Assistant Professor in the Department of Epidemiology at the University of
Washington. Her research focuses primarily on cancer screening and cancer survivorship, with an
emphasis on modifiable exposures and receipt of health services. Before completing her PhD in
Epidemiology in 2007 from the University of Washington, she was a Fulbright Scholar at the University
of Otago in New Zealand, where she received a Masters of Bioethics and Health Law. She is an active
member of the Cancer Research Network (CRN), an NCI-funded initiative to support and facilitate cancer
research based in non-profit integrated health care delivery settings. She serves as co-lead of CRN’s
Informatics Core and site principal investigator at the Group Health site.

Facilitating Patient Engagement Among Cancer Survivors Living with
Multiple Chronic Illnesses
Charles F. von Gunten, MD, PhD, FACP, FAAHPM
Dr. Charles F. von Gunten is the Vice President, Medical Affairs, Hospice and Palliative Care for the
OhioHealth System based in Columbus, Ohio. He is the Chairman, Test Committee, Hospice & Palliative
Medicine, American Board of Medical Specialties. He is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Palliative
Medicine. He is Co-Principal for the Education for Physicians on End-of-life Care (EPEC) Project and its
revision for oncology, EPEC-O. He received the Palliative Care Pioneer award from the American Cancer
Society and the life-time achievement award from the American Academy for Hospice and Palliative
Medicine in 2011 when he was only 54 years old. In the same year he was named a ‘top doctor’ in US
News and World Report. He is an expert for the Center to Advance Palliative Care (CAPC) on developing
hospital-based palliative care programs and faculty for the Institute for Healthcare Improvement. He is
particularly interested in the integration of hospice and palliative care into health systems. He has
published and spoken widely on the subjects of hospice, palliative medicine, and pain and symptom
control.
Dr. von Gunten received the Bachelor of Arts Degree with honors from Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island in 1978. He then earned a PhD in Biochemistry and the MD degree with honors from the
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center in Denver, Colorado in 1988. He subsequently pursued
residency training in Internal Medicine, followed by subspecialty training in Hematology/Oncology at the
McGaw Medical Center of Northwestern University in Chicago. After joining Northwestern’s faculty, he
directed programs in hospice and palliative care, education, and research. In 1999 he was recruited to
San Diego where he led the development of education and research programs in the Institute for
Palliative Medicine at San Diego Hospice as Provost until 2012. He holds the academic rank of Clinical
Professor of Medicine, University of California, San Diego.

Eric S. Holmboe, MD, FACP, FRCP
Dr. Holmboe, a board certified internist, is Senior Vice President, Milestones Development and
Evaluation at the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). From 2009 until
January, 2014 he served as the Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice President of the American Board of
Internal Medicine and the ABIM Foundation. He originally joined the ABIM as Vice President for
Evaluation Research in 2004. He is also Professor Adjunct of Medicine at Yale University, and Adjunct
Professor of Medicine at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences.
Prior to joining the ABIM in 2004, he was the Associate Program Director, Yale Primary Care Internal
Medicine Residency Program, Director of Student Clinical Assessment, Yale School of Medicine and
Assistant Director of the Yale Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars program. Before joining Yale in
2000, he served as Division Chief of General Internal Medicine at the National Naval Medical Center. Dr.
Holmboe retired from the US Naval Reserves in 2005.
His research interests include interventions to improve quality of care and methods in the evaluation of
clinical competence. His professional memberships include the American College of Physicians, where
he is a Fellow, Society of General Internal Medicine and Association of Medical Education in Europe and
is an honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians in London.
Dr. Holmboe is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall College and the University of Rochester School of
Medicine. He completed his residency and chief residency at Yale-New Haven Hospital, and was a
Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar at Yale University.

Abstract driven session: eHealth
Cheryl L. Cox, RN, PhD
Dr. Cox’s research focus is on developing and evaluating interventions to promote healthy behaviors in
adult survivors of childhood cancers. Relying on a conceptual base of health behavior that she
developed, she has a strong record of obtaining NIH funding and of publishing her findings in peerreviewed journals. Her research goals have been to address some of the late effects of pediatric cancer
treatment through direct behavioral interventions; her interventions have targeted multiple outcomes,
including survivors’ knowledge, beliefs, fears, motivation, environment, exposures and access to health
care.

Lonneke van de Poll-Franse, PhD
Dr. Lonneke van de Poll-Franse is Professor of Cancer Epidemiology and Survivorship at Tilburg
University, The Netherlands. Her research includes quality of life, quality of care and pharmacoepidemiology in the field of cancer survivorship. She has a special research interest in the impact of

cancer and its treatment on patient reported outcomes (symptoms, health related quality of life) during
cancer survivorship. In 2009 she started the PROFILES (Patient Reported Outcomes Following Initial
treatment and Long-term Evaluation of Survivorship) registry that combines population-based cancer
registry data with patient reported outcomes (www.profilesregistry.nl). Dr. Lonneke van de Poll has
published widely, with over 150 publications in international scientific journals including in the Journal
of Clinical Oncology, Cancer, Annals of Oncology, Diabetologia, European Journal of Cancer, etc. She is
currently chair-elect of the EORTC-QoL group and become chair in September 2014

Kenneth M. Portier, Ph.D.
Dr. Kenneth (Ken) Portier is Managing Director of the Statistics & Evaluation Center (SEC) of the
American Cancer Society (ACS). The SEC directs and performs program evaluations and data analysis to
assess performance of ACS mission and income programs. Dr. Portier has been instrumental in
designing and implementing evaluations for ACS services to cancer survivors and for an ongoing
evaluation of ACS’s national extramural grants program. Current research interests involve analysis of
text data from posts on the ACS Cancer Survivors Network on-line cancer forum and health disparities
mapping. A graduate of the University of North Carolina, School of Public Health, he is an affiliate
professor in the Department of Biostatistics at Emory University. He holds a courtesy faculty
appointment at the University of Florida where he spent 27 years as a faculty member and statistical
consultant to researchers in agriculture, natural resources and the environment. He has coauthored
over 200 publications in agriculture, natural resources, environmental sciences, and more recently in
public health.

Karen L. Syrjala, Ph.D.
At the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Dr. Syrjala is a Member and Director of Biobehavioral
Sciences, and Co-Director of the Survivorship Program (one of seven national members of the Livestrong
Survivorship Center of Excellence Network). At the University of Washington School of Medicine she is a
Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. She is an Associate Editor for the
Journal of Cancer Survivorship and has been on numerous journal editorial boards. Among other
national responsibilities, she has been on invited panels to develop cancer-related guidelines, including
for survivorship, pain, and symptom management. Her research has focused on examining long term
outcomes and interventions to improve those outcomes for cancer survivors, including hematopoietic
cell transplantation (HCT) recipients. In prospective longitudinal studies, she has examined
neurocognitive recovery, sexual, musculoskeletal, emotional and physical function trajectories and
caregiver needs. Recent studies are looking at internet, social media and texting programs for meeting
survivor health, symptom, emotional and social needs, as well as the use of online databases for
integrating patient-reported outcomes and medical data systems for integrating high quality research
and clinical care. She is doing mouse to human studies targeting the biological and behavioral bases of
late complications in cancer survivors. She mentors numerous junior faculty and fellows in cancer

research across disciplines, and provides clinical services to oncology patients at the Seattle Cancer Care
Alliance.

Plenary : Activating Survivors through Self-Management: The
Opportunity, Challenges, and Future Directions
Marcia Ory, MA PhD MPH
Marcia G. Ory, Ph.D., M.P.H., is Regents and Distinguished Professor, Department of Health Promotion
and Community Health Sciences, School of Rural Public Health (SRPH) at The Texas A&M Health Science
Center in College Station, Texas. She is also the Director of the SRPH Program on Healthy Aging, and the
academic partner for the Community Research Center for Senior Health. She is involved in two Special
Initiative Projects funded through the CDC Prevention Research Centers: the Texas Healthy Aging
Network and the Central Texas Cancer Prevention and Control Research Network, and serves as the
evaluator for the state-wide Texas Healthy Lifestyles Program. Drawing upon a life-course perspective,
she has also been a primary investigator on several research studies exploring policy and environmental
interventions for reducing childhood obesity. In these roles she is examining how health promotion
evidence-based programs for individuals at different life transitions can be translated to clinical,
community or workplace settings.
Her major research emphasis is chronic disease management with attention to strategies for improving
the translation of diabetes prevention and treatment guidelines, and more recently examining the
implementation and dissemination of best strategies for enhancing the quality of life for cancer
survivors. She works in both community and clinical settings, with the goal of fostering better
coordination between health care and community services networks.
Sophia Smith, PhD MSW
Sophia Smith, PhD MSW is a faculty member of the Duke University School of Nursing and previously
from the Duke Clinical Research Institute, where she was a Research Scientist in the Cancer Care
Research Program (DCCRP) and Center of Learning Health Care (CLHC). Dr. Smith earned her PhD and
MSW degrees at the University of North Carolina School of Social Work. Her clinical background includes
social work internships at the Duke Comprehensive Cancer Center in Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
and the Hospice of Alamance County. Dr. Smith earned a BS degree (in business administration with an
information systems concentration) at State University of New York at Albany, and was a senior
manager at IBM and led an organization of computer application programmers and systems analysts
before beginning her career in oncology social work. Dr. Smith’s program of research has focused on
innovative mHealth and psychosocial care solutions to improve health outcomes for cancer survivors.
Her work has helped to define the longitudinal quality of life and patient experience of survivors of adult
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, with a particular focus on posttraumatic stress disorder, the impact of cancer,

and implementation of evidence-based supportive care services. As a senior scientist member of DCCRP,
CLHC, and the Duke Oncology Nursing Center of Excellence, Dr. Smith has also contributed to a research
ecosystem that conducts patient-centered clinical trials, analyses and policy studies, all of which
simultaneously utilize and further the development of an integrated data system. This system
coordinates diverse datasets, leverages novel information technology for patient-reporting of symptoms
and other concerns, informs future studies, and facilitates patient education and patient-provider
communication.

Rebecca Cowens-Alvarado, MPH
Rebecca Cowens-Alvarado, MPH is the Director of Cancer Control Mission Strategy and the Principal
Investigator for the National Cancer Survivorship Resource Center, a collaboration between the
American Cancer Society and the George Washington University Cancer Institute funded through a 5year cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. She has worked for
the American Cancer Society for nearly 15 years. During that time, she has been responsible for
developing, implementing and evaluating evidence-based programs spanning the cancer continuum,
from prevention through survivorship. Ms. Cowens-Alvarado received her MPH in Epidemiology &
Biostatistics from the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.

K. Robin Yabroff, PhD, MBA
K. Robin Yabroff, PhD, MBA, is an Epidemiologist in the Health Services and Economics Branch at the
National Cancer Institute. Dr. Yabroff's research includes developing methods to estimate the economic
burden of cancer and understanding the determinants of population trends, care, and disparities in the
receipt of cancer screening, follow-up services, and cancer treatment. She is author or co-author of over
120 peer-reviewed journal articles on health services research related to cancer. She serves as a
reviewer for numerous clinical, health services research, and epidemiology journals, and is currently an
associate editor for the Journal of the National Cancer Institute and on the editorial board of the Journal
of Cancer Survivorship. She was a guest editor for the Medical Care journal supplement, Health Care
Costing: Data, Methods, Future Directions, and the Journal of the National Cancer Institute journal
supplement, Comparing Cancer Care and Economic Outcomes Across Health Systems: Challenges and
Opportunities. Dr. Yabroff has received several NIH Merit Awards, including one for Economic Studies
Related to Cancer Burden and Control and another for The Development and Dissemination of Innovative
Statistical and Economic Methods Resulting in the Ability to Estimate the National Burden of Cancer. Dr.
Yabroff is currently leading a collaborative effort to improve publicly available data for estimating the
burden of cancer in the US, the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS): Experiences with Cancer
Survivorship Supplement. Dr. Yabroff earned her doctoral degree from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health. Prior to joining the National Cancer Institute in 2001, she was a research
assistant professor in the Lombardi Cancer Center at Georgetown University.

Teresa J. Brady, PhD
Teresa J. Brady, PhD, is a Senior Behavioral Scientist in the Arthritis Program at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and has helped shape the public health approach to arthritis since the
program’s origin in 1999. Dr. Brady has primary responsibility for providing technical assistance on selfmanagement and self-management support strategies, health communications, and health system
interventions to state health departments, universities and other organizations. Dr. Brady’s work within
the Arthritis Program focuses on the systematic dissemination of evidence-based intervention
strategies. Her current research interests focus on self-management support and translation of
scientific evidence into public health action.
Dr. Brady has more than 25 years of experience working in chronic disease management, both clinically
as a psychologist and occupational therapist, and at the population level. She has been employed as
the Group Vice President of the Arthritis Foundation, National Office, the Director of Chronic Disease
Services at Fairview Health System in Minneapolis, and the Director of Health Education for the Arthritis
Foundation, Minnesota Chapter. Dr. Brady has a PhD in Psychology from the University of Minnesota,
and a BS in Occupational Therapy from the University of North Dakota.

The State of Survivorship Care for Underserved Populations: A Call to
Action
Amelie G. Ramirez, DrPH
Amelie G. Ramirez, DrPH, an internationally recognized cancer and chronic disease health disparities
researcher, a professor of epidemiology & biostatistics at The University of Texas Health Science Center
at San Antonio and founding director of the Institute for Health Promotion Research, which researches
health disparities among minorities. Over the past 30 years, Dr. Ramirez has directed many research
programs to reduce chronic disease & cancer health disparities affecting Latinos, including cancer risk
factors, clinical trial recruitment, patient navigation, cancer survivorship, tobacco prevention, obesity
prevention, and more. Dr. Ramirez directs two national research networks, one funded by the National
Cancer Institute targeting Latino cancer (Redes En Acción, redesenaccion.org) & one funded by the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation targeting Latino child obesity (Salud America!, salud-america.org). Dr.
Ramirez also mentors Latino undergrad, pre- & post-doctoral students, contributes to the scientific
literature & serves on editorial boards for several journals. She has been recognized for her work to
improve Latino health and advance Latinos in medicine, public health, and behavioral sciences; 2007
election to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies. She is a member of: Scientific Advisory
Board, Susan G. Komen for the Cure; Avon Foundation Breast Cancer Crusade; and board of directors for
the Lance Armstrong Foundation, C-Change and RWJF Health & Society Scholars Program.

Roxanna Bautista, MPH, CHES
Roxanna Bautista is APIAHF Community Projects Director of the Asian & Pacific Islander American Health
Forum, a national health justice organization which influences policy, mobilizes communities, and
strengthens programs and organizations to improve the health of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians,
and Pacific Islanders (AAs and NHPIs). She is the Project Officer of two grantee cohorts working on data
development and AA and NHPI children and families. She provides ongoing advice, problem solving, and
monitoring of grants and projects. She has 14 years of experience working with AA and NHPI community
based organizations and multicultural partners to address cancer prevention and survivorship, tobacco
control, and chronic disease prevention. Roxanna has experience in developing and providing capacity
building assistance and convening workshops, trainings, meetings, and conferences. She holds current
and past advisory, steering, and board roles on the California Tobacco Control Alliance, Susan G. Komen
for the Cure Asian American and Pacific Islander National Advisory Council, California Department of
Public Health Council on Multicultural Health, the California Dialogue on Cancer Survivorship and
Treatment Team, and the California Breast Cancer Research Program. Roxanna received a Bachelor of
Science from University of California, Davis and a Masters in Public Health from Loma Linda University.

Ashani Johnson-Turbes, PhD
Dr. Johnson-Turbes is a senior social scientist with Macro International, which was acquired by ICF
International (ICF) in 2009. She spent many years as a policy scientist for local and state government and
as such her experience blends her academic background in political science and public policy with years
of work in public health, evaluation, health marketing and communication. She has strong research and
evaluation skills including conduct of formative research to develop public health interventions and
campaigns promoting health equity and conduct of process and outcome, qualitative and mixed-method
evaluation studies. Her expertise is focused on understanding health disparities, promoting health
equity, developing of interventions and campaigns to promote health in vulnerable populations, and
conducting culturally responsive research and evaluation. Most recently she served as Evaluation
Director for CDC’s three-year, Breast Cancer in Young Women project. Dr. Johnson-Turbes also led
formative evaluation for 4 studies with the UGA Southern Center for Communication and Poverty (a CDC
Center of Excellence), and has for years has served as the director to develop, implement and evaluate
CDC’s award winning African American Women and Mass Media Campaign.

Carmina Valle, PhD, MPH
Dr. Carmina Valle is a Postdoctoral Fellow in Cancer Health Disparities with the UNC Weight Research
Program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She received her Bachelors of Science degree
in Biology from Yale University and a Masters of Public Health degree from Drexel University School of
Public Health. She completed her PhD in Nutrition and received a Certificate in Interdisciplinary Health
Communication at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to UNC, she spent five years at

the National Cancer Institute as a Presidential Management Fellow and Program Analyst with the
Epidemiology and Genetics Research Program and the Office of Cancer Survivorship. Her current
research focuses on developing technology-based physical activity and weight control interventions to
address disparities in cancer prevention and control. She is a previous recipient of the UNC Lineberger
Cancer Control Education Program Predoctoral Fellowship and the Marci Kramish Campbell Dissertation
Award to recognize excellence in dissertation research focused on cancer and the population sciences.
She has been honored twice by the Society of Behavioral Medicine, having received a Distinguished
Student Award for Excellence in Research in 2011 and the Outstanding Dissertation Award for 2013.

Caring for the Caregiver
Sharon Manne, PhD
Dr. Sharon Manne is a clinical psychologist with a specialization in psycho-oncology. Her area of research
expertise is in the impact of cancer on the marital relationship as well as couple-focused methods of
improving quality of life for cancer patients and their partners.

Allison Applebaum, PhD
Dr. Allison Applebaum is an Assistant Attending Psychologist in the Department of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC), and the Director of the
Caregivers Clinic, housed within the Counseling Center at MSKCC. Dr Applebaum’s program of research
focuses the development and dissemination of psychosocial interventions for cancer patients and their
caregivers, and how current empirically supported treatments may be adapted for the acute cancer
setting. She is currently collaborating with the American Cancer Society to develop a web-based
meaning-centered psychotherapeutic intervention that addresses existential distress and decreased
quality of life experienced by caregivers of patients with advanced cancer. Dr. Applebaum has expertise
in using cognitive-behavioral therapy to mitigate anxiety and depression and to improve overall quality
of life in patients with cancer and their caregivers.

Patricia Griffiths, PhD
Dr. Patricia Griffiths is a Gerontologist and Research Psychologist in the division of General Medicine and
Geriatrics at Emory University. She is an investigator in the Department of Veterans Affairs
Birmingham/Atlanta Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Center as well as a research scientist with
the Rehabilitation Research and Development Center for the Atlanta Department of Veterans Affairs in
Decatur where she serves as Assistant Director for Education and Outreach in the Rehabilitation
Research and Development Center of Excellence for Visual and Neurocognitive Rehabilitation or (CVNR).

Dr. Griffiths is Principal Investigator of the Atlanta CVNR Veteran Caregiving Support Studies Lab where
she oversees randomized controlled trials of caregiving dyads with and without dementia.

Shelby Langer, PhD
Our discussant, Dr. Shelby Langer is a Research Associate Professor in the School of Social Work at the
University of Washington in Seattle, and an Affiliate Investigator at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center. She is a social psychologist by degree with post-doctoral training in behavioral
medicine and psycho-oncology. Dr. Langer’s research focuses on caregiver needs and patient-partner
interactions within the context of chronic illness, with particular attention to communication, emotion
regulation and dyadic coping among hematopoietic stem cell transplant survivors and their spouses/
partners.

Care Transitions Across the Cancer Continuum
David R. Freyer, DO, MS
Dr. David Freyer is Director of the LIFE Cancer Survivorship & Transition Program in the Children’s Center
for Cancer and Blood Diseases at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA), and is Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics at the Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California (USC). In these positions, Dr.
Freyer is responsible for development and direction of clinical cancer survivorship services and related
research at CHLA. He also oversees cancer control research and serves as Interim Director of the HOPE
Program at CHLA. Dr. Freyer is a Member of the Cancer Control Program at the USC Norris
Comprehensive Cancer Center and of the Leukemia/Lymphoma Program at CHLA. Dr. Freyer’s clinical
and research activities have focused primarily on cancer survivorship, including the recognition,
characterization, management and prevention of short- and long-term morbidity of treatment, as well
as adolescent/young adult (AYA) oncology and patient-reported outcomes. He is principal or coinvestigator on several funded research grants. In the Children’s Oncology Group (COG), he serves as
Chair of the COG AYA Oncology Discipline Committee and on the Cancer Control & Supportive Care and
Survivorship & Outcomes Steering Committees, as well as several protocol and administrative
committees.

Corinne Leach, MS, PhD, MPH
Corinne Leach, PhD, MPH, MS joined the American Cancer Society Behavioral Research Center in 2011.
Dr. Leach conducts original behavioral research in the area of cancer and aging. Dr. Leach is currently
working on a multi-phase, mixed-method national project to identify and prioritize gaps in information
and resources for cancer survivors as they transition from active treatment back to the community care

setting. Specifically, her program of research aims to understand cancer screening in later life, the
experience of older cancer survivors (including physical late effects, psychosocial issues, and health
behaviors), the role of multiple chronic conditions in survivorship, and the experience of the families of
cancer survivors. In addition to research, she is project managing the 2014 Biennial Cancer Survivorship
Research Conference. Dr. Leach is an active member of the Gerontological Society of America (co-chair
of the Cancer and Aging Interest Group) and the Society of Behavioral Medicine. Dr. Leach received a
bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Franklin & Marshall College, a Master’s degree in Experimental
Psychology from Villanova University, a Doctoral degree in Gerontology from the University of Kentucky,
and a Master of Public Health from Harvard. She was a Cancer Prevention Fellow from 2008 to 2011 at
the National Cancer Institute.

Elizabeth A. Kvale, M.D.
Elizabeth Kvale is an Associate Professor in the Department of Medicine at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham and joined the Center for Palliative and Supportive Care at UAB as a faculty member in
2004. She is an Associate Scientist at the UAB Comprehensive Cancer Center and Director of the
Supportive Care and Survivorship Clinic at UAB. Her research interests include health services research
in cancer survivorship, comparative effectiveness research using patient-reported outcomes and
palliative medicine, and her work is funded by the American Cancer Society, NIH, CMS, and the
Veteran’s Adminstration. She also serves as a member of the NCCN Survivorship Guideline committee.

Shelley Fuld Nasso, MPP
As Chief Executive Officer of the National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship, Shelley Fuld Nasso has
responsibility for managing all facets of NCCS, including planning and executing the public policy
activities of the organization at a time of rapid and fundamental health care system change. Prior to
joining NCCS, Shelley served in leadership roles at Susan G. Komen, where she leveraged the strength of
Komen’s grassroots network to strengthen the organization’s reputation and visibility in Washington,
D.C., and in state capitals. Shelley has also served as Director of Community Philanthropy at The Dallas
Foundation and held management positions at communications and technology enterprises. She is a
graduate of Rice University and holds a Master of Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School. Her
commitment to the work of NCCS is strongly tied to the experiences in the cancer care system of her
dear friend, Dr. Brent Whitworth, a beloved physician diagnosed with stage IV cancer days before his
42nd birthday. Through Brent’s battle, Shelley witnessed the strengths and flaws of the cancer care
system and embraces the notion that policy change can directly benefit patients and caregivers going
through this journey.

Abstract driven session: Multiple Health Behaviors
Natasha Buchanan, PhD
Natasha Buchanan, PhD is a behavioral scientist in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control's
(DCPC) Epidemiology and Applied Research Branch (EARB). Dr. Buchanan serves as the technical lead
and/or principal investigator for several domestic and international CDC-funded projects focusing on
cancer survivorship, breast cancer in young women, cervical cancer prevention and control, and cancers
among children, adolescents, and young adults. Dr. Buchanan also serves as the co-lead for the Cancer
Survivorship Workgroup in CDC/DCPC.

Anna Arthur, PhD MPH RD
Anna Arthur, PhD, MPH, RD is a Postdoctoral Research Scholar with the Cancer Prevention and Control
Training Program at the University of Alabama-Birmingham. Dr. Arthur’s research focuses on exploring
the role of diet in the epidemiology of head and neck cancer management and survivorship, with
particular focus on dietary patterns, antioxidants, disease- and treatment-related side effects and
potential biomarkers of prognosis such as inflammatory markers and DNA methylation. Dr. Arthur’s
training is in nutritional and cancer epidemiology and public health. She earned a PhD in Nutritional
Sciences (subplan in Nutritional Epidemiology) and an MPH in Nutrition and Dietetics from The
University of Michigan School of Public Health where she conducted her dissertation research within the
context of the university’s NCI funded Head and Neck Specialized Program of Research Excellence
(SPORE).

Stephanie George, PhD MPH MA
Stephanie M. George, PhD is a postdoctoral Cancer Research Training Award (CRTA) fellow in the Office
of the Associate Director (OAD) of the Applied Research Program (ARP). While in ARP, under the
mentorship of Dr. Rachel Ballard-Barbash, Dr. George will be conducting research to better understand
the role of energy balance in the epidemiology of cancer survivorship, with attention to prognosis,
cancer-related comorbidities, and measurable biological factors that predict survival. She will also be
involved in methodologic research designed to improve physical activity and diet assessment.
Dr. George is trained in cancer epidemiology, public health, and communication, with degrees from Yale
University (PhD in Cancer Epidemiology, MPH with concentration in Chronic Disease Epidemiology) and
University of Maryland, College Park (MA and BA in Communication). Before joining ARP, she completed
a year of postdoctoral research in the Nutritional Epidemiology Branch of the Division of Cancer
Epidemiology and Genetics (DCEG) exploring the roles of physical activity and sedentary behavior in
cancer etiology.

Meng Yang, PhD MPH
Meng Yang, PhD MPH is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Harvard University School of Public
Health. Dr. Yang’s research focuses on investigating the role of diet and the interaction between dietary
and genetic factors in the pathogenesis of cancer. She has also investigated the association of
food/nutrient consumption with nutrient adequacy, serum metabolites, and inflammatory biomarkers
related to cardiovascular disease, using USDA food composition profiles and NHANES national database.
Dr. Yang’s current research centers on investigating lifestyles in relation to cancer.
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Ruth Rechis, PhD
Ruth Rechis, PhD, is the Vice President of Programs & Strategy at the LIVESTRONG Foundation. As a
member of the Executive Leadership Team, she oversees the day to day operations of the Foundation’s
programmatic work and shepherds the strategic planning process for the Foundation. During her nine
year tenure at the Foundation, Dr. Rechis established the Foundation’s Office of Evaluation and
Research and has guided the research endeavors of this office in a way that ensures resulting projects
reflect and respond to the needs of people affected by cancer including serving as the principal
investigator for the LIVESTRONG Surveys for People Affected by Cancer. She has also published reports
on behalf of the Foundation, as well as in peer-reviewed journals such as the Journal of Oncology
Practice and Nature Reviews Clinical Oncology. Dr. Rechis earned a PhD in Educational Psychology at the
University of Texas at Austin, as well as a BS in Geography. As an adolescent cancer survivor, Dr. Rechis
has a personal connection to the mission of the Foundation.

Julia H. Rowland, Ph.D.
Dr. Rowland is Director of the National Cancer Institute’s Office of Cancer Survivorship and a long-time
clinician, researcher and teacher in the area of psychosocial aspects of cancer. She has worked with and
conducted competitively funded research among both pediatric and adult cancer survivors and their
families, published broadly in psycho-oncology and co-edited the ground-breaking text, Handbook of
Psychooncology as well as the more recent Handbook of Cancer Control and Behavioral Science. Dr.
Rowland received her PhD in Developmental Psychology from Columbia University and completed a
post-doctoral fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in psychosocial oncology. While at
MSKCC, where she held joint appointments in pediatrics and neurology, Dr. Rowland helped to develop
and was the first Director of the Post-Treatment Resource Program, an innovative resource that

continues to provide a full range of non-medical services to patients and their families after the end of
treatment. In 1990 Dr. Rowland became founding Director of the Psycho-0ncology Program at
Georgetown University and the Lombardi Cancer Center. Since joining the NCI in September 1999, Dr.
Rowland has expanded the activities and helped promote the visibility of the Office of Cancer
Survivorship and created numerous governmental and non-profit partnerships to advance public
awareness about and funding for research addressing the health care and quality of life needs of cancer
survivors and their families.

Mary S. McCabe, R.N., M.A.
Mary S. McCabe, R.N., M.A., is Director of the Cancer Survivorship Program at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center (MSKCC). Since 2003, she has been responsible for developing and implementing a
center-wide program for cancer survivors focused on research, clinical care, professional training and
education. She is also a faculty member in the Division of Medical Ethics at the Cornell Weill Medical
College and Chair of the MSKCC Ethics Committee. A graduate of Trinity College, Emory University and
Catholic University, she was previously the nursing director at the Lombardi Cancer Center, Georgetown
University in Washington, DC. and held several positions at the National Cancer Institute (NCI) before
joining MSKCC, including Assistant Director of the Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis, Director
of The Office of Clinical Research, and Faculty in the Department of Bioethics at the National Institute of
Health (NIH). Ms. McCabe serves on many committees, including the Committee on Improving the
Quality of Cancer Care at the Institute of Medicine, the Survivorship Steering Committee of the
American Cancer Society, the National Comprehensive Cancer Network Survivorship Panel, the NCI
Clinical Trials and Translational Research Advisory Committee and is the immediate past chair of the
American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Survivorship Committee. She is a member of the Oncology
Nursing Society, ASCO, and the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities. Ms. McCabe has
published many peer-reviewed articles, serves on the editorial boards for Seminars in Oncology Nursing,
Oncology, Oncology for Nurses and writes a column on Cancer Survivorship for the ASCO Post. She has
received numerous awards, including the American Cancer Society Merit Award, Oncology Nursing
Society Leadership Award, NIH Outstanding Performance Award, NIH Director’s Award and the
Outstanding Alumnae Award, Emory University.

Patricia A. Ganz, MD
Patricia A. Ganz, M.D., a medical oncologist, has been a member of the faculty of the UCLA School of
Medicine since 1978 and the UCLA School of Public Health since 1992. Since 1993 she has been the
Director of Cancer Prevention and Control Research at the Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center. In
1999 she was awarded an American Cancer Society Clinical Research Professorship for “Enhancing
Patient Outcomes across the Cancer Control Continuum.” Dr. Ganz was elected to the Institute of
Medicine (IOM) in 2007. She served on the National Cancer Institute Board of Scientific Advisors from
2002-2007 and on the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Board of Directors from 2003-2006.

She received the American Cancer Society Medal of Honor in 2010. Dr. Ganz is a pioneer in the
assessment of quality of life in cancer patients, and has focused much of her clinical and research efforts
in the areas of breast cancer and its prevention. At the Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center, she leads
the scientific program focused on Patients and Survivors. Her major areas of research include cancer
survivorship and late effects of cancer treatment, cancer in the elderly, and quality of care for cancer
patients. Dr. Ganz currently serves as Vice Chair of the Institute of Medicine National Cancer Policy
Forum, and Chaired the 2013 IOM consensus report entitled “Delivering High-Quality Cancer Care:
Charting a New Course for a System in Crisis.”
Richard Wender, MD
Dr. Richard Wender is the Chief Cancer Control Officer of the American Cancer Society, Inc. (ACS), a
position he assumed in November, 2013. This is a newly created position charged with providing
oversight and guidance for the national and global cancer control programs of ACS, including cancer
screening, tobacco control, access to care, and quality of life, in addition to providing high level
oversight for ACS’s global cancer control efforts.
For 34 years, Dr. Wender worked as a family physician in the Department of Family and Community
Medicine at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, Pa, serving as the Director of the Family
Medicine Residency Program from 1985 - 1995 and Vice Chair from 1995 – 2002. From 2002 until his
acceptance of his position at the ACS, Dr. Wender was the Alumni Professor and Chair of the
Department of Family and Community Medicine, a large, comprehensive department addressing the
tripartite mission of educating future health care professionals, conducting public health and health
services research, and improving care for all individuals living in the Philadelphia region through delivery
of primary care services and partnership with many community based organizations. During Dr.
Wender’s tenure, the Department also began developing a global health program. The ultimate mission
of the Department remains to improve health outcomes for all, with a particular focus on reducing
health disparities. Dr. Wender has held numerous other administration positions at Jefferson, including
serving as President and CEO of JeffCare, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital’s physician-hospital
organization and President and CEO of Jefferson Medical Care, a group of Hospital owned primary care
and specialty practices.
Dr. Wender has led numerous initiatives designed to improve preventive care and chronic disease
management, including being a pioneer in the Patient Centered Medical Home initiative. Much of this
work has focused on cancer prevention and control. He has served as an author of numerous scholarly
works including co-authoring several cancer screening guidelines. He is the first author on the recent
American Cancer Society lung cancer screening guideline. Dr. Wender currently serves as Chair of the
National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable, an organization consisting of close to 80 organizations dedicated
to eliminating colon cancer as a major public health problem.
Dr. Wender has received numerous awards and honors, including the Laurel for Cancer Prevention
Leadership from the Prevent Cancer Foundation and the St. George Medal from the American Cancer
Society. In 2006, Dr. Wender was elected as the national President of the American Cancer Society,

becoming the first primary care physician to serve in this capacity. While his new position will allow him
to have a greater impact on the cancer burden around the world, his roots remain grounded in primary
care, and he continues to provide primary care to patients at Jefferson. Through advocacy and through
constructing lasting partnerships, Dr. Wender remains committed to building bridges between public
health, community medicine, and primary care.

Christian G. Downs, JD, MHA
Christian G. Downs, JD, MHA, is executive director of the Association of Community Cancer Centers
(ACCC). Mr. Downs brings more than 20 years of experience working with providers and cancer
organizations on national policy and educational programming.
Mr. Downs has worked with state legislatures across the country to promote off-label, oral parity and
clinical trials legislation. At the same time, he worked with individual insurers and carriers to help ensure
patient access to new oncology therapies. Mr. Downs led ACCC efforts on such critical issues as easing
implementation of new regulations, ensuring patient access to new cancer therapies, and refining
physician office payments for delivery of services.
Before joining ACCC , Mr. Downs worked in the public policy department of the American Society of
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) on physician office and billing and coding issues. Previously he administered a
large tertiary care hospital, managed a physician multispecialty practice, and worked for the Education
and Health Committee of the Virginia State Senate.
Mr. Downs received his master’s degree in health administration from the Medical College of Virginia
and his law degree from George Mason University with a special focus on regulatory and administrative
law. He is on the executive board of the Patient Advocate Foundation and C-Change.

Plenary: Innovative Uses of Data for Research and Care
Christie R. Eheman, PhD, MSHP
Christie Eheman has been Chief of the Cancer Surveillance Branch at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) since 2008 where she oversees the funding as well as technical support and
requirements for the U.S. National Program of Cancer Registries. In 2010, she successfully obtained $20
Million dollars to collect data for Comparative Effectiveness Research through central cancer registries;
and in 2013 received additional funding to do ongoing follow-up to identify cancer recurrence in a
population of cancer cases. Over the last 13 years as a cancer epidemiologist within the Division of
Cancer Prevention and Control (DCPC), she has published studies related to breast, ovarian, uterine, and
lung cancers. She is currently engaged in analyses of treatment patterns for colon and breast
cancer. Dr. Eheman earned a Master’s degree in Health Physics from the Georgia Institute of
Technology and a PhD in epidemiology from Emory University.

Richard P. Moser, PhD
Richard Moser is a Research Psychologist within the Science of Research and Technology Branch,
Behavioral Research Program, at the National Cancer Institute (NCI). He is the data coordinator for the
Health Information National Trends Survey (HINTS) and directs the Grid-Enabled Measures (GEM)
project, which is a web-based portal to promote the use of standardized health research measures and
data sharing using technologically mediated social participation. He has particular interests in
conducting and promoting integrative data analysis, which involves merging or linking independent data
sets and analyzing them as a whole to help build a cumulative knowledge base. His research interests
include statistical and survey methodology, health cognitions, and end-of-life issues. He is an author or
co-author on more than 65 peer-reviewed journal articles and several book chapters spanning a range of
topics including survey methodology, analytic procedures, health behaviors, and innovative uses of data.

Claire Snyder, PhD
Claire Snyder, PhD, is Associate Professor of Medicine (Division of General Internal Medicine) and
Oncology at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine with a joint appointment in Health Policy &
Management (Bloomberg School of Public Health). Her research focuses on the quality of cancer care,
with emphasis in two areas: quality-of-life and coordination between primary care and cancer
providers. She has conducted studies to investigate preventive and comorbid condition care in cancer
survivors and has applied her research to developing survivorship care strategies at Johns Hopkins. In
other research, she is investigating whether having cancer patients complete questionnaires about their
quality-of-life and supportive care needs, and providing that information to their clinicians, improves
care quality. Dr. Snyder has held various leadership positions in international organizations focused on
quality-of-life and quality-of-care. She is a former Board member of the International Society for Quality
of Life Research and a former member of the Health Services Committee and Quality of Care Committee
of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). She currently serves on ASCO Task Forces related
to patient-reported outcomes and survivorship care plans. She has received competitive funding from
government and foundation sources and has published numerous manuscripts on outcomes assessment
and the quality of care. Previously, Dr. Snyder worked at the National Cancer Institute and edited
Outcomes Assessment in Cancer: Measures, Methods, and Applications (Cambridge University
Press). She began her career in the private sector at Covance Health Economics and Outcomes Services
Inc. Dr. Snyder received a BA cum laude in Public Policy Studies with a certificate in Health Policy from
Duke University. She received a Master of Health Science in Health Policy in 2000 and a PhD in Health
Policy & Management in 2005 from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She is
originally from New Orleans, Louisiana, and currently resides in Baltimore, Maryland.

