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The Global Cancer Burden
Cancer causes 1 in 8 deaths worldwide and is rapidly becoming a global pandemic. According to the International Agency
for Research on Cancer, there were 12.7 million new cancer cases and 7.6 million cancer deaths in 2008. If rates don’t
change, the global cancer burden is expected to nearly double to 21.4 million cases and 13.15 million deaths by 2030.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the toll of cancer and other chronic diseases is greater in low- and
middle-income countries, where people develop chronic diseases “at younger ages, suffer longer – often with preventable
complications – and die sooner than those in high-income countries.”
A key factor in the increase in the number of cancer cases and deaths is that the global population is growing and aging. In
addition, there is a lack of access to information about prevention, early detection, and treatment in developing countries,
and an inadequate medical and public health infrastructure. As a result, cancers are often diagnosed at a late stage, and
people suffer needlessly from inadequate palliative care.
Although our understanding of cancer is unprecedented, cancer continues to be a leading cause of death largely because
of lack of application of known interventions. A comprehensive response that promotes prevention, early detection,
treatment, and pain control is critical to saving lives and alleviating needless suffering, and will expedite the control of
cancer earlier in this century.
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Our Global Vision
As a leader in cancer control since 1913, the American Cancer Society is committed to saving lives from cancer and reducing the
global threat of the disease. We combine our relentless passion with the wisdom of experience to make this vision a reality by
focusing on countries with the most need and where we can achieve measurable results. We know that many cases of cancer can be
prevented or treated successfully, especially if detected early. We recognize tobacco as the single most preventable cause of death in
our society. We are working to reduce the incidence of tobacco-related cancers in low- and middle-income countries with a special
emphasis on sub-Saharan Africa. In collaboration with a worldwide network of partnerships, we are urging governments and
international organizations to recognize that cancer is a global priority requiring an urgent response.

Putting Cancer on the Global Agenda
Cancer is taking an enormous toll around the world. Yet, the disease is often overlooked. In 2008, cancer and other
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) accounted for 63 percent (36 million) of all deaths worldwide, according to the WHO. To redress
the growing burden, we collaborate with organizations such as the NCD Alliance and key international bodies such as the United
Nations (UN) and the WHO. History was made when world leaders gathered at a special UN High-level Meeting in September 2011
and adopted a first-ever Political Declaration that elevates cancer and other NCDs on the global health and development agenda,
and includes key commitments to address these diseases.
Through its global grassroots advocacy network, the Society worked with the NCD Alliance and the Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC) to ensure that the language of the UN Political Declaration supports evidence-based cancer prevention and control
priorities. The declaration calls for enforcing the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and increasing access to cancer
vaccines and screening. The declaration also commits governments to increase access to affordable, safe, effective, and qualityassured medicines, and to improve access to palliative and rehabilitative services. To learn more about our ongoing efforts to raise
global awareness of NCDs and connect with cancer survivors worldwide, visit global.cancer.org.

Tobacco Control
One of the ways we fight cancer globally is by tackling the single most preventable cause of death in our society – tobacco. The
American Cancer Society is dedicated to eliminating cancer everywhere. Yet, Africa presents unique challenges and opportunities.
Sub-Saharan Africa is home to the fastest-growing rates of tobacco use in the developing world. To fight this rise, the Society has
engaged with five other partners as the Africa Tobacco Control Consortium (ATCC) to implement an ambitious tobacco control
program in sub-Saharan Africa. The overall goal will be to prevent and reduce tobacco use by implementing proven strategies
at the national and local levels. To enhance the efforts of the Consortium, the Society is also collaborating with two leading
South African universities to build research capacity and policy-relevant research outputs. To learn more about the ATCC, visit
africatobaccocontrol.org.

Access to Pain Control
Globally, cancer deaths are expected to nearly double by 2030, with many people in developing countries dying in terrible pain. The
WHO estimates that each year, 5.5 million terminal cancer patients in countries with little access to controlled medicines suffer
without adequate treatment. We play a unique role in this work by bringing our technical expertise to the field. As a partner in the
Global Access to Pain Relief Initiative (GAPRI), we help promote access to pain relief for cancer patients from Tanzania to Turkey,
Uganda to Ukraine. To learn more about GAPRI, visit treatthepain.com.

More Information
r Visit us on the Web at cancer.org/global and global.cancer.org.
r Read the latest news about our programs at cancer.blogs.com.
r Become a fan on our Facebook page at facebook.com/acsglobal.
r Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/acsglobal.
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