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Tobacco use is the single most preventable cause of death in the world. It kills more than 6 million people annually, 30
percent of whom will die from cancer-related diseases due to smoking. If current trends continue, tobacco use will kill 8
million people annually by 2030, 83 percent of whom reside in low- and middle-income countries.
The American Cancer Society supports tobacco control advocacy and research, and builds the capacity of leaders and
organizations to develop and implement effective tobacco control policies. The Society’s global tobacco control efforts
aim to support implementation and enforcement of effective tobacco control policy with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa,
Southeast Asia, and Eastern Europe.

African Tobacco Control Consortium
The African Tobacco Control Consortium (ATCC) is a coalition of public health organizations focused on preventing a
tobacco epidemic in Africa. The ATCC is coordinated by the American Cancer Society in partnership with the Africa
Tobacco Control Regional Initiative, Africa Tobacco Control Alliance, Framework Convention Alliance, Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids, and the International Union Against
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease. This five-year project is
funded primarily through an $8 million grant awarded
to the Society by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
The American Cancer Society also contributes significant
financial and human resources to this initiative.
The African Tobacco Control Consortium Project aims to
promote evidence-based tobacco control programs and
policies in sub-Saharan Africa to prevent an epidemic of
tobacco-caused death and disease in the region. The Society
supports the African partners through project management
training, advocacy and research training, and connecting
Participants at an ATCC-funded two-day journalist workshop, where they learned
about the importance of working together to strengthen tobacco control policies in
and empowering the African tobacco control community.
Uganda. The workshop took place in Kampala, Uganda, on February 22-23, 2011.
The ATCC work is concentrated in 10 African countries:
Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Congo-Brazzaville, Gabon,
Gambia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Uganda, and Zambia. The focus is on developing and implementing key policies outlined
in the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control including tobacco tax increases, advertising bans, graphic health
warnings, and smoke-free public places. The ATCC grants program managed by the Society is designed to meet the unique
needs of each of these countries as they identify and implement programs to meet their tobacco control priorities.

Education, Knowledge-generation, and Exchange
A key goal for the Society’s global tobacco control team is to increase professional capacity by making tobacco control
training and research a greater priority in educational settings of higher learning in low- and middle-income countries.
The Society is partnering with the School of Economics at the University of Cape Town to increase technical knowledge
and research capacity on the economics of tobacco control in sub-Saharan Africa. The project is incubating a regional
center of excellence and mentoring young African researchers to produce policy-relevant and rigorous research. The
Society is also partnering with the University of Pretoria to develop a trans-disciplinary academic training curriculum
in tobacco control to support the next generation of tobacco control researchers in Africa. Select University of PretoriaAmerican Cancer Society Fellows will be trained in public health and tobacco control.
The Society has convened several meetings to support the work of tobacco control advocates in many countries. As part of
its ongoing efforts to cultivate emerging leaders in ATCC’s 10 countries, the Society is sponsoring the development of the
African Tobacco Control Leadership Program through the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health’s Institute
for Global Tobacco Control. The Society hosted an International Trade and Tobacco Control Workshop for legal and
public health experts in 13 African countries and global institutions to discuss the health implications of international
trade agreements. Participants learned about economic and legal arguments that seek to undermine public health and
developed effective counter-arguments with an emphasis on public health and trade. The Society also organized the
African Tobacco Control Situational Analyses Conference in Johannesburg, South Africa, attended by more than 100
tobacco control stakeholders from 30 African countries. Outcomes from this work are being used to influence tobacco
control policies and program development across sub-Saharan Africa.

Research in Tobacco Control
The Society’s International Tobacco Control Research (ITCR) program conducts studies to support global tobacco control.
The most recently published research articles addressed important issues like the impact of tobacco taxes on global youth
tobacco use and on smoking cessation, the evaluation of measures to reduce illicit cigarette trade, and the assessment of
the global tobacco control funding dynamic. In addition, ITCR studied the economics of tobacco control in countries such
as South Africa, Ghana, Tanzania, Cambodia, Vietnam, India, Ukraine, and the Czech Republic.
In addition to research capacity-building in Africa, ITCR supports research projects in Southeast Asia and Eastern Europe,
and trains tobacco control advocates on tax policy within the European Union.

Global Bridges – Health Care Alliance for Tobacco Dependence Treatment
Global Bridges is a worldwide science-based initiative to help health care providers unite to treat tobacco dependence
while advocating for effective tobacco control policies. This collaborative partnership between the Mayo Clinic and
the Society brings together health care providers with complementary expertise to build awareness about the harms
of tobacco use, enhance access to proven treatment methods, adapt to regional needs, and increase the pace of skill
development throughout each of the World Health Organization’s six regions.
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For more information, please contact the American Cancer Society at GlobalTobaccoControl@cancer.org.
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