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Jack Burlison was diagnosed with throat
cancer in March 2013 and encouraged
to travel from his home in Hunington,
Tennessee, to Vanderbilt, about a twohour drive, for treatment. He and his son,
Wayne, weren’t sure how they would make
the drive for weekly chemotherapy and
daily radiation five days a week. They also
worried it may be too difficult and were
told they may need to do the treatment
closer to home. Everything changed when
they learned about the Nashville Hope
Lodge facility.

Wayne and Jack Burlison at Hope Lodge

Wayne recalls his and his father’s positive feelings about the lodge when they first
arrived: “We met a super nice lady named Dana, and she showed us everything about
the kitchen and our room. Staying here has been nothing but a blessing. It’s great and
clean, and everyone is very nice. We have no complaints at all. If we’d had to travel or
stay in a motel for so many weeks, it would be difficult. When someone is in need for a
place to stay, this is an awesome facility.”
As his father’s caregiver, Wayne appreciates very aspect of the Hope Lodge facility.
“After you’ve been at the hospital for most of the day you’re so tired. When you get back
[to the facility] and go to fix something to eat and see there are volunteers who have
brought something in, it’s unbelievable! They’re so helpful. When you’re in this position
it just means so much. To come in, have a meal and enjoy [an activity like] comedy
night makes you laugh and really helps,” Wayne shares.
The camaraderie among guests was also helpful for the Burlisons. “Everybody wants to
know each other’s stories to see if they can learn or help,” Wayne says.

For cancer
information
24 hours a day,
seven days a week, call
1-800-227-2345 or
visit cancer.org.

Although Jack and Wayne recently left the Hope Lodge facility, they’re already
contemplating how they can one day return to help. “We’ve just really appreciated it,”
Wayne says. “As long as the good Lord blesses us, we’re going to try our best to come
back to visit at least once a year and fix a meal. We have to give back.”

Keep Hope
Reprinted, in part, with permission from The Leaf-Chronicle/Stewart Houston Times
and from treatment facilities. Social events and games
were planned for entertainment and distraction.
Donated supplies such as laundry detergent, toiletries,
and personal care items were made available to all
residents.

The Hope Lodge facility in Nashville hosted nearly
2,000 Tennessee cancer patients and their families in
2012. Several of those were from Stewart County. This is
one of their stories.
On May 5, 2008, my mother, Janice Bumpus, went
from cooking a family dinner to being unresponsive
and diagnosed with two malignant brain tumors.
After surgery she had weeks of daily chemotherapy
and radiation scheduled throughout the summer at
Vanderbilt.
Thankfully, one of her doctors recommended the Hope
Lodge facility to us, and most of our summer was
spent there.
Our days were spent shuttling from radiation
to chemotherapy to occupational therapy, and
somewhere along the way we found time to eat (one of
our favorite pastimes).
In the shared kitchen we stocked our food cabinet
and space in the refrigerator; however, it was always
a special treat when churches, organizations, and
local restaurants would bring in meals for all of the
residents. Some people would share their struggles
over the shared meals, but some preferred to simply
enjoy the company of new friends and forget about
their troubles for a short while.
I cannot express enough the lengths to which the staff
went to make sure the residents’ needs were met. For
those without transportation, they provided rides to

As structured as our days may sound, my mother
developed very curious coping behaviors as the brain
tumors affected her reasoning and personality. Most
nights at the Hope Lodge facility she would sleep
only about two or three hours. The rest of the night
was spent “organizing,” which partly included making
labels for everything such as: brush, toothpaste, lotion,
short-sleeve shirt, long-sleeve shirt, etc. If it didn’t
move and it belonged to us, then it got a label. Many
times the labels would include the date, although the
date rarely meant anything because the item would
receive a new label with a new date just days later.
Needless to say, this system made total sense to
her even as I exasperatedly tried to talk her out of
it at 2 a.m. Since we would make trips home on the
weekends, she would often label things that would go
home and things that would stay at the facility.
After her treatments were over, one of her baskets
labeled “Keep Hope” wound up at my house in my
cabinet. I kept the basket even though the label was a
reminder of the chaotic sleepless nights of summer.
My mother lost her battle with cancer a little over a
year after her diagnosis. A while afterward, I came
across the basket labeled “Keep Hope.” I considered
the meaning it held for me now instead of what it had
meant to her: hope for my family, hope for happiness,
hope for the future, and hope for a cure.
I think that is part of what makes the Hope Lodge
experience so special to me because it provides hope
to those who need it most when they need it the most.
It was our home that summer along with so many
others and many more since, so it is to them and to
all who will enter their doors that I ask remember my
mother’s words and always, “Keep Hope.”

Take a virtual tour of the American Cancer Society Memorial Foundation Hope Lodge at cancer.org/hopelodgenashville.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
Diane Spaeth
Diane Spaeth, of Brentwood, completely understands
the role of a caregiver; she lost her husband to pancreatic
cancer 16 years ago. Today, she serves as one of the
most valued volunteers at the American Cancer Society
Memorial Foundation Hope Lodge. “I had always thought
about becoming a volunteer,” shares Diane. “Not right
away of course, but about a year or so ago I really wanted
to do something.”
Diane knew she wanted to support the American Cancer
Society so she stopped by the local office. At first she
helped out by making phone calls and other office work
but then decided she wanted to try something else. “I
went next door to the Hope Lodge facility, and [Assistant
Director] Jo Pulcini encouraged me to shadow someone
to see if it was something I wanted to do,” Diane explains.
I was leery of being around cancer patients at first
because I didn’t know if it would bring up bad memories,
but after that first day I knew I could do it. I’ve been

volunteering here
for a year and a half
now.”
Every Thursday
and Friday morning
Diane Spaeth at the front desk
between 9 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. Diane
can be found volunteering at the front desk. She answers
phones, checks people in and out, and looks up guests in
the computer. “I have found it really rewarding. I just love
it! It gives me something enjoyable to do, and I know I
have been able to help other people because I understand
what they’re going through,” says Diane. “The patients
have positive attitudes, the other volunteers and [the
staff members] are nice. I’ve made so many friends at the
Hope Lodge facility. They are all wonderful to be around.”

Meet Hope Lodge Director Sarah Burcher
Sarah Burcher is no stranger to the
Memorial Foundation Hope Lodge
facility, having previously served as the
associate director. She’s now proud to
be back and leading the team as the
director. When asked why she chose
to rejoin the Hope Lodge team, Sarah
responded, “It’s such a unique and
special place, and I really missed coming to work every day and
interacting with our guests. I love watching new guests get
embraced by regulars who really see this as a ‘home away from
home.’ Life is precious, and it should be celebrated. The Hope
Lodge family remembers this every day and fights to make
each day cherished.”

JUST FOR FUN!
Favorite food? Homemade black bean burgers with
sweet potato fries.
Last book you read? All the Pretty Horses by
Cormac McCarthy.
Movie you could watch over and over? Fried
Green Tomatoes
Song you know all the words to? Fresh Prince of
Bel-Air opening theme song (In West Philadelphia,
born and raised..). But I’m not from Philly.
Three things you love? I love outdoor activities
(I belong to our Rock Climbing Gym), and traveling
(I’ve been to 15 countries and 41 states), and live
music.

The American Cancer Society saves lives and creates a world with more birthdays
by helping people stay well, by helping people get well, by finding cures,
and by fighting back.

Hope in Numbers
The American Cancer Society Memorial Foundation Hope Lodge facility has served cancer patients seeking
treatment in Nashville with free lodging and transportation services since 2004.
In 2013, we have:

SERVED

1,544
PATIENTS AND
CAREGIVERS

FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY

PROVIDED PATIENTS WITH

8,625

NIGHTS
OF FREE LODGING

WHILE THEY UNDERWENT

PROVIDED

TREATMENT AT LOCAL HOSPITALS

2,590

American Cancer Society
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Nashville, TN 37203
615-342-0840
cancer.org/hopelodgenashville

TRIPS TO TREATMENT

FOR PATIENTS THROUGH OUR SHUTTLES
THAT OPERATE DAILY, TRANSPORTING
GUESTS TO LOCAL HOSPITALS AND BACK

If you would like to support the
American Cancer Society Memorial
Foundation Hope Lodge, please contact
Elaine Gordon at 615-341-7306 or
elaine.gordon@cancer.org.

