The American Cancer Society

Health Equity Department
Promoting Cancer Prevention and Early Detection
within Culturally Diverse Communities

Understanding Cancer Disparities

Promoting Health Equity

Cancer steals family members, friends and
neighbors from all of us, but the burden of cancer
is greater in certain communities.

The American Cancer Society believes in equal
access to cancer care. Information about cancer
risk factors and access to cancer screenings or
treatment should be available to all people.

Racial and ethnic minorities and the medically
underserved are more likely to develop cancer,
and die from it, than the general U.S. population.
Research also shows that people without medical
insurance are more likely to be treated for cancer
at late stages of disease. The uninsured are also
more likely to receive poor quality care.
For more information on the impact of cancer in
culturally diverse communities, see our
Cancer Disparities Factsheet.

The Health Equity Department seeks to eliminate
cancer disparities in the community. We are
committed to educating and mobilizing culturally
diverse communities to promote cancer awareness
and save lives from cancer.
We do this by partnering with healthcare systems
and community health workers working in
underserved communities. We also recruit and train
culturally diverse volunteers to facilitate cancer
education, outreach and programming.

Contact Us
Wisconsin:
262-523-5500
Minnesota:
651-255-8100
South Dakota: 605-224-6772

Volunteer-Led Health Equity Programs
Eliminating cancer starts with raising awareness and promoting risk reduction. We offer several
community-based, volunteer-run cancer outreach and education programs.
Annual Cancer Education Events

Cancer Awareness Sunday

Friend to Friend

Volunteer leaders organize the
Sankofa Forum in the African
American community and Día de
la Mujer Latina in the Latino
community.

Volunteer coordinators organize
awareness and education events
in their faith-based organizations
to promote cancer prevention
and early detection.

Volunteer facilitators host a
group discussion program
designed to encourage women
40 and older to get regular
breast screenings.

Health Fairs

Tell A Friend

Public Speaking

Volunteers hand out cancer
prevention and early detection
information at various
community events.

Volunteers reach out to female
friends and family 40 and older
to encourage breast cancer
screenings.

Volunteer cancer survivors and
cancer educators speak and
share their stories to promote
cancer prevention and early
detection.

How to Get Involved
Our mission of eliminating cancer depends on your partnership and support.

Volunteer
We need caring people who want to help us eliminate cancer in culturally diverse communities. We need
volunteers who can talk about cancer, educate and empower community members, and help connect people
to local resources. The American Cancer Society supports you with professional training, staff support, and
special volunteer events.
Get Started Today
Call our staff to discuss the different community programs.
Tell us about your availability and schedule.
Attend volunteer orientation and program training.
Get out there and save lives!
Community Partnerships
The American Cancer Society works in collaboration with organizations committed to reducing health
disparities. If you would like to learn more about how you can partner with us or sponsor health equity
activities, please contact us.

