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Welcome New Friends of Hope Lodge
Council Members
The American Cancer Society would like to welcome the newest representatives from two
well-known Hershey companies to the Friends of Hope Lodge Council.

hope lodge

®

WINTER 2012

news

Lisa Hultquist, vice president of marketing for Hershey Entertainment and Resorts Company,
and Shawn Zimmer, vice president of global talent and organization capability for the Hershey
Company, have joined the Friends of Hope Lodge Council.
The Friends of Hope Lodge Council is a group of community leaders who focus on raising funds
and engaging the community to support the American Cancer Society Hope Lodges in Pennsylvania. The Society is pleased to recognize the members of the Hershey Council:

Hope Lodge of Central Pennsylvania

Dr. Witold Rybka
Ms. Trudy Wonder
Dr. Mary Simmonds
Ms. Josephine Bodock
Ms. Terry Lewis
Dr. Carol Lake

Miracles Happen in the Midst of a Storm
Donnie Laubscher was an active 47-year-old when his wife, Angie, convinced him to go to the doctor
for a colonoscopy.
“He had routine blood work done at our family doctor. The office called and said they thought they
made a mistake on the blood work and they wanted him to come back in for more blood work,” said
Angie. “When they called back after the second test they referred us to an oncologist at Divine
Providence Hospital in Williamsport, Pennsylvania and we knew then that it was some type of cancer.
We just didn’t know what type.”

Since the council formed in January 2010, it has raised more than $500,000 to support Hope Lodge
in its operations and made last summer’s renovations possible. ¢

The official registration and financial information of the American Cancer Society, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Ohio residents may call 717-783-1720.

In April of this year, the Laubschers found out that Donnie had a rare blood disorder called
myelodysplastic syndrome (MSD) and he began 21 rounds of chemotherapy treatments at Divine
Providence. After Donnie finished his treatments he was told that he had an rare blood type and
would need to find a donor.
“We were sent to Hershey Medical Center and we were told that it would be difficult to find him a
donor because of his blood type. I was working at Jersey Shore Hospital at the time and I organized a
bone marrow drive at the hospital. Over 500 people become donors, but we still didn’t find a match,”
explained Angie. “We were told on May 31 that if we didn’t find a match he only had 12-14 months to
live. That’s a really hard thing to hear.”
To make the situation even more challenging, after Donnie’s final round of treatment he lost his job.
“Donnie went to chemo every morning and went to work right after having treatment and on the
last day of treatment, his job let him go. We lost our insurance,” she said. “I was at my second job at
Urgent Care when the news came on that Robin Roberts had the exact same blood disorder as my
husband, but she had a match and it was her sister.”
Donnie and Angie Laubscher, guests at the Hope Lodge of
According to Angie, Good Morning America’s
coverage of Roberts’ story did such a great job of
educating people on how easy it is to donate your
bone marrow that it helped her husband as well.
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“We received a call from our transplant coordinator and they found him a match. We went down to
Hershey in July and we were all set for the transplant,
but Donnie got an infection and his donor became
unavailable,” said Angie. “When we came back home,
I found out that my position at Jersey Shore Hospital
had been eliminated as well. I still had the job at
Urgent Care, but it wasn’t conducive to our lifestyle
and I had to go on Family Medical Leave.”
Miracles Happen in the Midst of a Storm continued on page 2

Central Pennsylvania.

2

Rite Aid Donates to Hope Lodge
The American Cancer Society thanks the Rite Aid Foundation for
its $12,000 grant to support Hope Lodge. The Rite Aid Foundation
previously awarded a $10,000 grant to the Lodge in 2011.

3

Miracles Happen in the Midst of
a Storm (continued from page 1)
Soon, another donor was found for Donnie from Germany.

“Hope Lodge provides families with a nurturing, comfortable
environment, allowing them to focus on what is most important—
fighting cancer,” said Gayle Rife, manager of The Rite Aid
Foundation. “We understand the importance of getting emotional
support and proper medical care, and that is why The Rite Aid
Foundation is thrilled to award this grant to Hope Lodge.”

“As we were preparing to go back to Hershey, we got news that we had to
be out of our house by the end of the month instead of the end of the
year. So now, three days before his transplant we had to figure out how to
move out of our home. Thank God for our family and church members
who helped us move out of our home and find us an apartment for a
quarter of what we were paying for our home,” she said.

“Guests that stay at the Lodge travel more than 60 miles away from
home. Most of them require treatment every day for weeks and in
many cases months at a time,” said April Ennis-Pierson, director of
Distinguished Giving for the American Cancer Society, East Central
Division. “Thanks to the generosity of The Rite Aid Foundation,
our patients are able to focus on fighting cancer, without worrying
about the financial burden of lodging.”

Donnie began his treatment on October 10 and Angie was able to stay at
the Hope Lodge while Donnie received care.

The funds will help the Society create a world with less cancer and
more birthdays. For more information about the Hope Lodge and
other American Cancer Society programs and services please call
800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/HopeLodge. ¢

Guests Staying at the Hope Lodge
The American Cancer Society’s mission to fight cancer and celebrate more birthdays is being realized through the Hope Lodge program.
The map below shows the number of guests that have stayed at the Hope Lodge of Central Pennsylvania over the last year and where
they are from.
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“Aside from sores and the pain that comes with this, he is doing really
well,” said Angie. “We have a 13 year old son back home and he is staying
with some friends and he made a post on his Facebook page saying that
he was ready to come home and I knew that meant that he missed us.”
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It has been one thing after another over a six month period for the
Laubschers but it hasn’t brought their spirit down.
“We have had so much support,” said Angie. “When we get home there is
a big benefit planned for us and the people here at the Hope Lodge have
been wonderful. I can’t say enough great things about the Lodge. If you
don’t believe in miracles, I’m here to tell you that they are real!” ¢
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Please consider a contribution to support the second annual Lights of Hope Celebration on December 27, 2012. Your gift makes an amazing
difference and assists in bringing empowerment and a spirit of hope and comfort to those battling cancer and for those who know the value and
importance of Hope Lodge.
For every $10 donation, you will receive a luminaira. For a donation of $100, you will recieve 12 Luminaria.
Other special options can be arranged.
Thank you for your support.

Luminaria Order Form

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Name ____________________________________________________________

CHECK ___

Address __________________________________________________________

Checks payable to American Cancer Society

City _____________________________________________________________

VISA___ MC___ DISC___ AMEX___

State _________ Zip ________________

CARD # _________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________________

EXP DATE ___________

Please send to:
American Cancer Society Hope Lodge of Central Pennsylvania
Attn: April Ennis-Pierson & Friends of Hope Lodge
314 Good Drive
Lancaster, PA 17603

SIGNATURE _____________________________________

Manager’s Corner
Hello to All,

Now that the Lodge has been reopened for several
months, we are back to business as usual. We have
been running at full capacity and are having all
kinds of guest activities. Groups supporting the
activities are astounded at the transformation of
the Lodge. The entire building is beautiful, with
the kitchen as the focal point.
During this holiday season I would like to
thank all of you who have made Hope Lodge
the wonderful place it is today. Without your
contributions we could not have created the
beautiful facility we now have. Your generous
giving and continued support are so helpful to
future families in need of a place to stay while
fighting back against cancer. When you read
this, please take a moment and remember how
valuable Hope Lodge has been to you and consider
making a donation.

I am truly looking forward to 2013! Hope Lodge
will be celebrating 25 years of operation in
Hershey and the American Cancer Society will be
having a 100-year birthday as well. My family has
rebounded from some challenging times in the
past year, and we are looking forward to a
wedding, a graduation, and other milestones in
the upcoming year. There is so much for which
to be thankful.
Happy holidays and all the best in the New Year!
Andrea Young
Manager, Hope Lodge of Central Pennsylvania
You can contact Andrea at andrea.young@cancer.
org or by calling 1-717-533-3111.

