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Atlantic Brass Band
to Hold Hope Lodge Benefit Concert

hope lodge
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The Atlantic Brass Band will be holding
a concert to benefit the AstraZeneca
Hope Lodge on December 8, 2012 at
3 p.m. This concert will be held at St.
Mark’s Church at 1625 Locust Street,
Philadelphia, PA.
The Atlantic Brass Band is a British-style
brass band, with approximately 30-piece
instrumentation. The band is a
long-time member of the North
American Brass Band Association.
Since 1984, the Atlantic Brass Band has
entertained countless audiences
The Atlantic Brass Band
throughout the Delaware Valley. The
brass band is comprised of professional musicians, professors, educators, and community members.
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Taking the Stress out of Traveling
For Treatments
John Popa, from Baldwin, Maryland,
found himself in a dilemma and didn’t
know where to turn.

General admission for this event will be $25, students under 21 and seniors will be admitted for
$12.50. Money raised will benefit the AstraZeneca Hope Lodge. For more information, contact Hope
Lodge Manager Byron Barksdale at 267-622-6000. ¢

“I was at Mercy Hospital in Maryland and
they told me that they wanted to take
out my prostate. I knew I didn’t want to
do that, but I didn’t know where to get a
second opinion,” John explained. “Then I
met with a friend of mine, Bob Henderson,
who told me about some treatments that
he received in California.”

The official registration and financial information of the American Cancer Society, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Ohio residents may call 717-783-1720.

California was too far for John to travel
for treatment, but he found out that
the same treatment was being done
in Philadelphia at the University of
Pennsylvania. Although it was closer to
home, one hundred miles both ways was
still a long way to travel every day.

John Popa, traveled from Maryland to Philadelphia to
receive treatments.

“The treatments lasted about six weeks. It would have been a lot for me to drive back and forth in
order to get to my treatments. I contacted someone at the hospital who told me about the Hope
Lodge and the people at the Lodge arranged everything for me,” said John
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While at Hope Lodge John was able to go to his treatments and his wife stayed as his caregiver.
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“We both enjoyed the Lodge immensely. I absolutely loved it. It was an oasis. When I think of the other
amenities like the groups that come in to provide dinner and entertainment to make things easier for
everyone, it just reminds me how wonderful the Lodge is,” John said.

University of Pennsylvania
Social Worker Refers
Patients to Hope Lodge

2

Corporations Celebrate
Hope Lodge Birthday with
Generous Gifts!

He continued, “My wife enjoyed it as well. She would just relax there. The interaction with the cancer
patients and the caregivers was wonderful. It was like staying with family. I have made some
long-lasting friendships at the Lodge. In fact, after returning home, my wife and I met up with a
couple that we met at the Lodge.”
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John’s most recent prostate-specific antigen (PSA) test came back showing that he is cancer-free, but
he and his wife are making plans to regularly visit the Hope Lodge and donate items.

Map of Guests Staying at
Hope Lodge
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

hope lodge

“The staff at the Lodge was always great and everything was kept so clean. They even provide travel
back and forth to the hospitals for their patients. The people there do everything that they can so that
guests can focus on getting better. I don’t know if I could’ve ever done this without the Hope Lodge,”
said John. “What a wonderful name ‘Hope Lodge.’”
For more information about Society programs and services, visit cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345. ¢
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Hope Lodge Birthday
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Guests Staying at Hope Lodge
The American Cancer Society’s mission to fight cancer and celebrate more birthdays is being realized through Hope Lodge program.
The map below shows how many guests have stayed at the AstraZeneca Hope Lodge over the past year and where they are from.
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Neil Niznan is a social worker at the University of Pennsylvania in
the department of Radiation Oncology. He interacts with patients
who are going through cancer treatments. These treatments can last
up to five days a week during a four to nine week period.
“We are one of nine places in the country that has proton therapy so
we draw a lot of patients from the east coast to our center,” Neil said.
“These patients often need somewhere to go because they come so
far and that is where the Hope Lodge comes in.”

Corporations honor Hope Lodge by making a commitment to the
fight against cancer.

MS

•Holding a “wish list” drive to gather donated items on the
Hope Lodge wish list that included paper towels, toilet paper,
and cleaning products.

“Patients come and thank me all the time. The place is immaculate
and the people are friendly. Patients talk about how they love the
fact that there are other patients and caregivers there they can
communicate with and there is real emotional support amongst
patients and family members,” Neil said.

•Committing to a day of service to provide a meal to the
Hope Lodge, volunteer to drive guest to treatment, or hosting
a game night.

Making sure the Hope Lodge is a clean and comfortable place for
guest is the main concern for staff.
“Anytime I call the staff is always very pleasant. They bend over
backwards to make sure my patients have a place to stay,” Neil said.
If you would like more information about Hope Lodge, please visit
cancer.org/HopeLodge or call 1-800-227-2345. ¢
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•Lighting a candle on the Hope Lodge birthday cake, by providing
a gift of financial support for the Hope Lodge.

In his role, Neil helps patients with things such as transportation,
medication and insurance. Hope Lodge is a place that he can refer
a patient that is worry-free.

He continued, “It is one less thing they have to concern themselves
with and they don’t have to worry about the financial impact of
staying nine weeks somewhere at approximately $166 a night. You
can’t beat this financially.”
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The AstraZeneca Hope Lodge of the American Cancer Society
celebrated its third birthday in May. In honor of the
celebration, the lodge and AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
challenged the corporate community to make an exceptional
commitment in the fight against cancer. Corporations participated
in several ways:
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Neil Niznan, social worker at the University of Pennsylvania, refers
patients to Hope Lodge.
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The American Cancer Society would like to recognize those
corporations that accepted the challenge and thank them for their
support: Quest Diagnostics, Sanofi Oncology, ERT, Almac Group,
ARAMARK, Independence Blue Cross, Endo Pharmaceuticals,
Safeway (formerly Genuardi’s Markets), US Airways, and TEVA
Pharmaceuticals.
Additionally, the Society thanks AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals for
providing a $15,000 challenge gift, as well as for their ongoing
support and efforts to ensure that Hope Lodge is a resource
available for anyone who is in need. AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
and their employees have made a huge impact on the Lodge not
only with financial gifts, but also with commitment to ongoing
volunteer activities. They continue to make the Lodge a home
away from home for guests. ¢

Manager’s Corner
Greetings from Hope Lodge!

The AstraZeneca Hope Lodge of the American
Cancer Society has been busy this year. We
celebrated our third birthday this past
summer and we have come a long way since
the Lodge first opened. There has been a full
house and we are so happy to continue to
make this a comforting place for patients to
recover while going through their treatments.
During the holiday season, many guests
are away from their families and it can be a
difficult time. We do our best to make sure
that we provide a warm atmosphere by
providing holiday meals and entertainment
so guests feel at home.
This is also a time of giving, and the Hope
Lodge provides toiletries, washing detergent,
and other amenities to guests free of charge.
The American Cancer Society is able to do
that because of the generosity of those who
have stayed at the Lodge and appreciate the
service that we provide.

Guests are happy to be here while dealing with
their illnesses because we do our best to make
sure the only thing they have to worry about is
getting better.
If you can make a donation to the Lodge, it
would be much appreciated. Know that it
will go a long way in helping someone going
through cancer feel better this holiday season.
Thank you all for your support and have a
wonderful holiday.
Sincerely,
Byron Barksdale
Manager, AstraZeneca Hope Lodge of the
American Cancer Society
You can contact Byron at Byron.Barksdale@
cancer.org or by calling 267-622-6000.

