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The American Cancer Society Navigation Capacity-Building Initiative Grant Program is a component of the 
Society’s commitment to enhancing oncology patient navigation and addressing barriers to individualized, 
timely, and equitable access to care for cancer patients and their families. 

Individual grants of $300,000 each were awarded to twenty healthcare systems across the US & Puerto Rico, 
post a competitive application process. Each grant supports an established navigation program for 30 
months with the goal to enhance institutional oncology patient navigation processes, policies and systems 
and address barriers, gaps, and challenges for patients, especially those from populations traditionally 
excluded. Each institution has a unique project designed to decrease health disparities and increase health 
equity.

Grantees are collecting core metrics based on the Standardized Evidence-Based Oncology Navigation 
Metrics developed by the Academy of Oncology Nurse and Patient Navigators (AONN+) in 2017. This data 
will measure the impact of their strategies to improve patient access to and completion of care. Grantees 
participate in a bi-monthly learning community to share and hear about the experiences, expertise, and 
lessons of successful patient navigation programs and help improve patient navigation as a practice. 
Evaluation and outcome measures of the grantees will be analyzed with the intent of informing the larger 
oncology navigation community and to contribute to future programming and policy development.  The 
health systems awarded patient navigation grants are:

Sponsorship for this initiative was led by AstraZeneca and the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson 
&Johnson, along with Bristol Myers Squibb. Additional sponsors include GlaxoSmithKline, Pfizer, Sanofi, Daiichi Sankyo, 
Novocure, and other funders.
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