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Following is a brief overview of the cancer burden for the 
four major racial and ethnic minority groups in the US. It 
is important to note that although cancer data in the US 
are primarily reported in terms of these broad categories, 
these populations are very heterogeneous, with substantial 
variation in the cancer burden within each group. In 
addition, cancer information for several racial and ethnic 
groups, especially American Indians and Alaska Natives 
(AIANs), is known to be incomplete due to misclassification 
on medical and death records. Although efforts are being 
made to collect more accurate information, rates presented 
for AIANs in particular likely do not represent the true 
cancer burden in this population.

Non-Hispanic Black: Non-Hispanic black (henceforth 
black) males have the highest overall cancer incidence 
(577.3 per 100,000) and death (253.4) rates of the major 
racial/ethnic groups, 11% and 24% higher, respectively, 
than non-Hispanic whites (519.3 and 204.0) (Table 9 and 
Table 10). Cancer death rates in black males are twice 
those in Asian and Pacific Islanders (122.7), who have the 
lowest rates. In particular, prostate cancer death rates in 

blacks are more than double those of any other group. 
Black females have 14% higher cancer death rates than 
non-Hispanic white females despite 6% lower incidence 
rates. See Cancer Facts & Figures for African Americans, 
available online at cancer.org/statistics, for more 
information.

Hispanic/Latino: Cancer patterns in US Hispanics 
generally reflect those in immigrant countries of origin, 
but become more similar to non-Hispanic white 
Americans across generations due to acculturation. As 
an aggregate group, Hispanics have lower rates for the 
most common cancers in the US (female breast, 
colorectum, lung, and prostate), but among the highest 
rates for cancers associated with infectious agents. For 
example, Hispanics have cervical cancer incidence rates 
that are about 40% higher than those in non-Hispanic 
whites, and liver and stomach cancer incidence rates that 
are about double (Table 9). See Cancer Facts & Figures for 
Hispanics/Latinos, available online at cancer.org/statistics, 
for more information.

Table 9. Incidence Rates* for Selected Cancers by Race and Ethnicity, US, 2009-2013
Non-Hispanic  

white
Non-Hispanic  

black
Asian and Pacific 

Islander
American Indian 

and Alaska Native† Hispanic/Latino
All sites
  Male 519.3 577.3 310.2 426.7 398.1
  Female 436.0 408.5 287.1 387.3 329.6
Breast (female) 128.3 125.1 89.3 98.1 91.7
Colon & rectum
  Male 46.1 58.3 37.8 51.4 42.8
  Female 35.2 42.7 27.8 41.2 29.8
Kidney & renal pelvis
  Male 21.9 24.4 10.8 29.9 20.7
  Female 11.3 13.0 4.8 17.6 11.9
Liver & intrahepatic bile duct
  Male 9.7 16.9 20.4 18.5 19.4
  Female 3.3 5.0 7.6 8.9 7.5
Lung & bronchus
  Male 77.7 90.8 46.6 71.3 42.2
  Female 58.2 51.0 28.3 56.2 25.6
Prostate 114.8 198.4 63.5 85.1 104.9
Stomach
  Male 7.8 14.7 14.4 11.2 13.1
  Female 3.5 7.9 8.4 6.5 7.8
Uterine cervix 7.0 9.8 6.1 9.7 9.9

Hispanic origin is not mutually exclusive from Asian/Pacific Islander or American Indian/Alaska Native. *Rates are per 100,000 population and age adjusted to the 2000 US 
standard population. † Data based on Indian Health Service Contract Health Service Delivery Areas and exclude data from Kansas. 
Source: North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, 2016. 
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